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PREFACE. 


EN" to the kind offices of Baron Northcliffe, 

some three years ago (when he was still Sir 
Alfred Harmsworth) I believe I am destined to rank 
^» an historic woman! I am proud to think that 
probably I shall be the last person arraigned in 
Givilised times under the old, practically obsolete, 
Witchcraft Act. More than a century had elapsed since 
the immediately preceding case. But in this enlight- 
апей age, for practising as palmists and clairvoyants 
in Regent Street, my husband and myself were at 
his lordship’s instance, tried and found guilty of the 
leinous crime of “witchcraft,” and for the purposes 
Of the case classed as “ rogues and vagabonds.” Not 
that anyone maintained that we were or ever had 
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been “rogues” or “vagabonds” as these terms аге 
ordinarily understood, but according to the ancient 
law fished up for the occasion, being palmists and 
clairvoyants, we were assuredly both! Neither did 
anyone suggest that we had indulged in aerial flights 
on a broomstick or had ever bewitched anything or 
anybody, for these picturesque and romantic accom- 
plishments are now lost to mankind. Our guilt, 
our witchcraft, however, were duly established at 
great cost and pains, and consequently I think we 
may fairly claim to be regarded as positively the 
very last witch and wizard condemned by law for this 
antiquated crime. The really appropriate penalty 
for our case was happily (or otherwise) an impossible 
one; the pillory had been for some little time ex- 
tinct, and the fires which once were lit to release 
the unhappy souls of “ witches” no longer burned. 
Therefore we live, and are still at large, usually 
haunting Regent Street, the sole survivors of a 
weird species. Should you feel creepy sensations 
when shopping in this neighbourhood you will 


understand why! 
I am anxious, in sending forth this work on 


our mystic art, to do justice to the part played by 


DUM 


Lord Northcliffe in the dramatic case, so that his 
almost equal claim with us to historic fame—for it was 
he who established us as witch and wizard—may not 
be overlooked or minimised by future generations. 
The case caused us indeed no little inconvenience, but 
it also cost his lordship a great deal of money, per- 
haps also some peace of mind, and after the lapse of 
three years when he and we are able to take a calm 
dispassionate view of the whole matter, we believe 
he will probably agree in thinking it yielded little 
satisfaction to either of us—historical considerations 
Apart! At the very outset of his adventurous 
enterprise, the noble baron had his troubles. He dis- 
fevered that he could not very well rush tilt against 
us in the open field. There had been no public 

Of private complaints made against us, invoking 

the activities of the Public Prosecutor; our clients 

on the other hand had been constantly pleased to ex- 
press their satisfaction with our clairvoyant powers. 

His lordship had accordingly, when sallying forth as a 

&ealous champion of the public weal, to seek suitable 

Comrades in arms to make the real attack. Не had 

perforce to rely upon spies to collect condemnatory 

üvidence of our “witchcraft” for him. These poor 
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creatures came to us trying to play the part of real 
ladies and bona fide clients, and did their best, no 
doubt, to earn his lordship's money and to get the 
kind of evidence they were sent to procure. One of 
them unhappily swooned helplessly in the witness 
box immediately she was faced by a cross-examiner ! 
His lordship, too, though not thrusting himself 
forward, had to act the leading part of “common 
. informer" with éclat—no easy task; and to carry 
through a private prosecution as if it were some 
kind of benefaction to the public, while the public 
were not over generous with their applause. He 
had personally, too, to accept a subpeena to attend 
the criminal court as he stepped into his motor 
car at Euston Station on his arrival from America, 
an obliging London editor giving our solicitors the 
hint when and where his lordship would arrive! 
The noble baron, by word and deed, showed he 
was very much annoyed on that occasion. But, in 
due time, he perforce withdrew himself from his 
Carmelite cloisters and appeared within the sordid 
precincts of a City court, to admit to our Counsel, Mr. 
Yelverton, that he and his firm had pocketed threepence 
out of every sixpence paid by the public for readings 
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in palmistry (which he calls witchcraft) given by 
one of his own staff of assistants! I shall never 
lorget the amused smile which lit up many faces 
in the crowded court on his lordship thus being 
brought forth into the light of day as a living 
impersonation of a big pot condemning the colour 
of a small kettle! And after all the celebrated peer 
had to see us go scot free. The disagreeable nature 
and incidents of his assault, the association with 
tuch curious comrades in arms, and the final weak 
result must all have been very unsatisfactory to the 
night honourable nobleman, and I offer him my sincere 
commiserations. 

On our part we had to suffer too. We were 
arrested on his lordship's “information” by a couple 
of detectives as I was recovering from a severe illness, 
Were taken to Vine Street, where we were searched 
йв if we were some low criminals. I was thrust 
into a cell with foul-mouthed females who. had 
been engaged in the vilest pursuit possible to women- 
kind, charged, remanded and afterwards had to 
endure a four days' trial at Clerkenwell Sessions, 
with all the ignominy, worry and expense that these 
processes involve. But why? my readers may ask, 
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if we were truly only respectable palmists and clair- 
voyants, patronised by all classes, from the highest 
titled nobility downwards, and causing neither trouble 
nor annoyance to anyone. Well, that is really more 
than I can tell them, unless the editor of Broad Views 
(November, 1904) was right when he hinted that it 
was because of severe public criticisms spoken by my 
husband at St. James' Hall, Piccadilly, London, on 
July gth, 1904 (shortly before the warrant for our 
arrest was issued), on Lord Northcliffes own par- 
ticular sensational style of journalism. But that is a 
matter on which I have no wish to dogmatise. The 
noble baron alone knows what his inmost motives 
were, and the public are free to form their own 
opinion. All I know is that after the exciting cause 
célèbre was over, my husband and myself received 
hundreds of letters of sympathy from our clientéle, 
and thousands of callers at Messrs. Swan & Edgar's, 
who engaged our services at the conclusion of the 
trial, and that I have often been incited by friendly 
visitors to publish a work making clear to the 
uninformed the nature of the “ black art" for which 
we suffered, and of which we are proud to be ex- 
ponents, and from which, too, Lord Northcliffe has 
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бйгпей so many threepenny bits! Well, here is my 
book, of whose faults I am deeply conscious, as I 
make no claim to be what is known as a literary 
lady, but I trust my readers will find something in 
it interesting and instructive. 

M. K. 


ONCERNING 

THE OCCULT 
POWERS OFF 
CLAIRVOYANCE, 
PSYCHOMETRY, 
ETC. 


CHAPTER I. 


Concerning the Occult Powers of Clairvoyance, 
Psychometry, etc. 


HE study and practice of Occultism date back 
to the most remote ages of antiquity. Charles 
- Kingsley in his book on “Alexandria and her 
Behools" says that those same phenomena which 
f puzzle us so much nowadays—Ecstasy, Clairvoyance, 
 Clairaudience, etc.,—are all referred to in the books 
of the most ancient writers. 
Clairvoyance alone could have inspired that 
Delphic Oracle which, Herodotus says, convinced 
__Сгозиз of the divinity of Apollo’s Shrine. On the 
hundredth day from the date of their departure from 
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Lydia, the messengers from Croesus were to demand 
of the Oracle what their Master was doing at a 
certain hour of that day; and the Pythoness, before 
they could frame their question, thus accosted them 


as they approached :— 


**I can count the sands and know the measures of the ocean ; 
I understand the dumb and hear him that speaketh not ; 
On my sense there steals the savour of the strong-shelled tortoise 
Broiling in a cauldron with the flesh of a lamb. 


Brass is the couch underneath it, and brass the robe laid upon it.” 


With this unintelligible oracle the messengers 
returned to Croesus, who, however, heard it with 
amazement and adoration. On the day and hour 
agreed upon, he had, with his own hands, cut to 
pieces a tortoise and a lamb, and broiled them in 
a cauldron of brass under a brazen cover! That 
is only one of many examples of clairvoyant revela- 
tion recorded by the ancient Greeks. 

No one who has studied the matter can now 
doubt that Occult law is one of the laws of the 
universe, operating everywhere in all times. Neither 
can it be doubted that it is a product of the Divine 


Mind. It is assuredly the expression of a Supreme 
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Intelligence and Infinite Wisdom. By its operation 
Certain phenomena or effects follow certain con- 
ditions or causes as surely as any phenomena in 
nature result from natural law. 


There is no such thing as a supernatural, or 


-preternatural law, and Occult Law is so much in 


harmony with all others, that it is only to be under- 
Stood through a study of the natural or physical 
laws. Natural laws so-called find their source in 
the occult realms of infinitude, where Supreme 
Wisdom governs all that is, or ever will be. 
Supernatural Law, as I have said, is a mis- 
nomer. There can be no laws exterior or superior 
{о those set in operation at the beginning of time 
by the great First Cause. What thinker would 
Саге to imbibe inspiration from any Power antago- 
nistic to that of the Creator? Without Immutable 
and Eternal Law, the regularity of systems could 
not be maintained. Supreme Intelligence is the 
embodiment of all wisdom, law, and love. Law 
is an effluence of that Divine Mind, which exists 
without origin. It governs the expression of life. 
It is true that the science of the Occult is yet in 


its infancy ; it still eludes that human reason which 
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has been so exclusively engaged in the study of 
visible and tangible phenomena; it is too abstruse 
for comprehension by the ordinary intelligence. But 
the desire to understand Occult Laws should be- 
come а fixed principle in the mind of every truly 
intellectual person. 

A lady client of mine once exclaimed (after my 
clairvoyant description of someone she knew), “ How 
uncanny!” There is nothing uncanny to the student 
of the laws that govern this potent and imponder- 
able force. Hands did not make the wonders of 
Creation, nor did they construct the subtle principles 
that move and influence mind and matter. Never 
did poet utter a greater truism than did Cowper 


in the lines:— 


** God moves іп a mysterious wa 
3 


His wonders to perform.” 


Two important general laws of life are those 
of repulsion and attraction. We attract congenial 
influences that vibrate in harmony with us. We 
can never be altogether independent; for we attract, 


as we in turn are attracted to, congenial spirits. 
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We may dominate others or be dominated by them ; 
possibly quite unconsciously, but we are influencing 


and being influenced, just the same. 


“Ош little lives are kept in equipoise, 
By opposite attractions and desires," 
Long fellow. 


It is thus important for us to watch very closely 
whom we admit into close intimacy; taking good 
care not to allow bad or injurious influences into 
our thought-life. As responsible persons, too, our 
first care should be to try to become good influences 


LE] 


in the lives of others. All "sensitives" to occult 
influences are safe-guarded, to a certain extent, by 
intuition. One often hears a “sensitive” remark 
on her dislike for such and such a person, without 
being able to give a reason, and, on the other hand, 
we often ѕау—“ І liked so and so as soon as I saw 
her." 

Now there must be a reason why we feel in 
а certain instantaneous sympathetic condition when 
we approach some people, while others are repugnant 
and hateful to us. Mrs. Hardinge Britten says 
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impressions are the voices of the Spirit within us, 
and should always be listened to unless suggestive 
of wrong in act or word. 

Every “impression” received intuitively has a 
meaning, even if it cannot at first be realised. Our 
sensations are due to the impact upon our sense- 
organs, of vibrations in some form or other. Some 
vibrations are very slow; others equally rapid, and 
our perceptions are affected accordingly. 

Psychic Science brings us in contact with forces, 
possibilities, and personalities, which are a revelation 
to us. Flowers give off an invisible perfume; and 
likewise inanimate objects are surrounded by an 
atmosphere charged with an unseen exhalation 
which impresses those who are sensitive to it. This 
is particularly the case with old furniture. How 
often have we seen a cat or dog (animals undoubtedly 
possess a sixth sense) examine a piece of furniture, 
and show signs of pleasure or dislike. 

Why should it then be a matter for wonder 
that human beings are constantly throwing off and 
are surrounded by a personal effluence or atmos- 
phere, known to occultism as an Auric Sphere, which 


is not only charged with their psychical conditions, 
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but which registers the quality of their thought, 
life, and moral state. From every human being 
there emanates an aura or magnetism which per- 
meates everything that one wears or handles, and 
contains, so to speak, part of one’s very life. 

Some people give off this emanation much more 
than others; its quality is also materially influenced 
by personal disposition. For instance, miserly, 
selfish people are as mean of their life elements as 
they are of their money, but persons possessing great 
generosity and benevolence, and who are large- 
minded and interested in the great human family, 
will naturally give to every article handled or worn 
by them a great deal of his or her vital force or 
aura. Articles used by such people are easy to 
* test" by clairvoyants. 

There are many theories regarding this vital 
force or aura. That it exists all clairvoyants know ; 
and it is my opinion that even animals see some- 
thing around us that makes them trust, or distrust, 
before we have spoken a word to them. The aura 
is a kind of mirror to a clairvoyant, in which she 
sees reflected the history of the person before her. 


The same applies to the effluence from inanimate 
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objects. Not long ago, I saw for the first time an 
old cabinet of which I knew nothing, and giving 
expression to my impressions from it gave its history, 
which proved to be correct. 

In my own experience, I have proved that a 
"sensitive" person can become *en-rapport" with 
people, places and things, and, for the time being, 
is identified with them. Some occult force not yet 
understood makes this possible. I, myself, and 
many other clairvoyants feel the same sensations 
and pains, for the time being, that the clients feel. 
It seems to me that I merge my personality into 
their aura, and in so doing, feel the pains and 
sensations I describe. 

This also applies to an article or letter that 
may be handed to me. I feel the pains or sensations 
that the wearer of the article or the writer of the 
letter felt, at the time that the object was handled. 
And here I find my medical knowledge very useful. 
I can, of course, locate the pain, and know its cause, 
and suggest some simple remedy that is often helpful. 

Some of my readers may say, “If one is to 
take on the condition and troubles of every client, 


then I will have none of it;" but a careful 
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clairvoyant rarely experiences any bad effect; on 
the contrary, the exercise of these spiritual gifts 
tends to refine, morally and physically, and when 
accompanied by good pure thoughts and a fair 
amount of common-sense, will even promote good 
health. 

In 1877—when a young girl—I entered St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital as a probationer, and, 
being very anxious to comfort the poor women in 
my ward, which was the * Stanley" accident ward, 
I often used to sit by the bedside of patients and 
hold their hands. The Sister of the ward at that 
time was a very practical woman, who did not 
like to have her nurses fall ill; so she stopped my 
doing that, telling me that I should be ill if I 
continued to hold the patients' hands. Years after- 
wards, I could see the soundness of her judgment. 
Being of a sympathetic and sensitive nature, I should 
give off to the patients so much nerve force or 
magnetism that I should very soon have been ill. 

If a clairvoyant takes reasonable care she will 
not suffer in health. Then she has the great delight 
of doing good, having many opportunities of giving 


a helping hand, lifting a load of care from some 
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poor fellow-creature, and even ministering to a 
mind diseased, or wiping the tears from the 
mourner's eyes. When one hears from her client, 
“Oh! thank you. You have done me so much good. 
I feel so much better," one feels grateful to God for 
those gifts that enable one to be of such comfort 
to others. 

It is а very extraordinary and strange power, 
by which we can read the past by holding in our 
hand a lock of hair, a letter, or a glove. Until 
comparatively recent years these powers were only 
developed in a few, namely—the Sages and Mystics. 
Now, they are often being developed by quite 
ordinary persons. To see in a material sense by 
the use of the eye is the physical application of a 
function which has its spiritual counterpart in 
clairvoyance. 

But the clairvoyant vision must not be confused 
with the ordinary sense of sight, or the eye through 
which that sense operates.  Clairvoyance, like 
consciousness, is a mode of the ego, and it evinces 
itself in a condition of keener intelligence and even 
divine insight. It may be compared to the nervous 


system, which is sensitive to all that plays upon it. 
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Yet it is not the ego (or spirit) but a delicate 
function which the ego uses. 

By clairvoyance, we receive a clear impression 
of the thoughts and acts of life. There is now no 
doubt that Spirit penetrates the whole material 
world; it lives in all things, and the spirit sight, 
psychic vision, known as clairvoyance, becomes the 
key to all that is hidden from “mortal eye, ав 
а light that penetrates into and shines upon the 
Material world far and near. Clairvoyance and 
Psychometry substitute intuition for sense feeling 
and reason, and escape the limitations of matter. 

Some people exercise their psychic power 
naturally and freely almost from infancy, while 
others require to cultivate the spiritual perception 
in all its forms. Owing to the organisations of 
persons being exceedingly varied, scarcely two 
clairvoyants can, or do, see alike. On general 
lines they do, but they differ in the spheres of their 
clear vision. For instance, one clairvoyant may 
have a client who is a musician, or artist, and if 
she herself has no artistic ability, nor love for 
music, she naturally would not furnish as good a 


" condition" for that client as a clairvoyant would 
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who possessed the gift of music or artistic tastes. 

There are two kinds of Psychometry—the 
active and the passive. Їп the active stage, the 
psychometrist explores on her own account, by 
concentrating her whole attention on the person 
or object that she is psychometrising. In the 
passive stage, the psychometrist simply waits, and 
allowing herself to be acted upon by occult or 
spiritual influences registers the impressions received, 
and tries to put the impressions into the best and 
most helpful language possible. And here it is 
very necessary to exercise discrimination and good 
judgment. One must ever be careful not to con- 
found different scenes, characters, or conditions, but 
must hold them distinct and true to their belongings. 

Clairvoyance perceives by means of an inner or 
soul-sight; Psychometry is, it appears to me, more 
akin to feeling, dealing with and comprehending 
soul sensations and emotions communicated by 
means of contact with persons and objects. The 
power of psychometry is much more common than 
clairvoyance, and however neglected or inert it may 
be, it can be revived and developed by experiences 


and experiments. 
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Some people endeavour to explain most of the 
phenomena of clairvoyance and psychometry by 
saying they are due to the mysterious workings of 
our consciousness. Others say again they are due to 
thought-transference. The supraliminal conscious- 
ness, as I understand it, is the ordinary consciousness 
of waking life; the secondary, or subliminal con- 
sciousness is that which is active during trance or 
somnambulism. A trance subject remembers her 
waking life, but when awakened from a trance she 
does not remember what has taken place during 
her trance. But there is no real forgetting; the 
Sub-conscious self retains the record after waking ; 
this consciousness with its whole content, remains 
undisturbed, but in waking it is overlaid, as it were, 
by another—the external or primary consciousness ; 
which knows nothing of these somnambulic ideas, 
for it never received them. Maeterlinck once wrote 
—“ Palmists and Clairvoyants, etc., can know, and 
tell us, only what is unconsciously in our own 
consciousness," i.e, in our subliminal consciousness, 
but my experience entirely contradicts this. 

Telepathy, or thought-transference, is a term 


derived from a combination of two roots, signifying 
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“afar,” and "feeling"—feeling from afar. As 
feeling implies perception it means perceiving from 
afar, and therefore the term embraces both perceptions 
of thought and form, as well as transference. 
Numerous instances occur in which the form or 
image of distant human beings are seen. The imaged 
presence, though really a subjective presentation, 
is supposed by some to be external to the percipient, 
and persons adopting this view call it a “double.” 
Intuition, on which clairvoyants have to rely 
so much, is splendidly illustrated by the work of 
the bee in discovering untaught the direction of 
fields of honey-bearing flowers. Intuition has been 


termed, “Ше 
Emerson says, “ the soul has assurances by the instinct 


wisdom of the Eternal Spirit.” 
and presentiments of all power in the direction of 
its rays.” 

Intuition obliges me to assume that there is 
in each of us an inmost essence, “the mine of the 
Spirit,” as it has been called, in which reside power, 
wisdom, and volition. It is a portion of that 
infinite energy which is the universal life. The 
vibratory motions of molecules acting directly upon 


the elastic ether, produce such wave disturbances 


ен 
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as perhaps cease not until they impinge upon the 
shore of another planet. Just as are transmitted 
the radiations of heat, light, and magnetism to 
objects in their scope, so magnetic wave motions or 
vibrations impinge upon the brain of a sensitive, 
which bring her into touch with truths and facts 
hitherto unknown to her. 

The brain of a sensitive is merely the seat of 
а delicate transmitting or receiving instrument, 
which anti-dates those modern wireless telegraphic 
inventions which have affected with wonder the 
whole world. 'Two instruments, tuned to the same 
pitch, vibrate in accord when the strings of one 
are struck; so etheric waves go from one positive 
mind, through the medium of the brain, to another. 
Ву the laws of harmony, similar waves are attracted 
from the brains of persons in mental sympathy. 

The ordinary sensation through the five senses is 
perception, but psychometric perception is cognition 
of the soul. This psychometric power ought, and 
does, enable its possessor to know the real thoughts 
of those with whom he, or she, may come in contact. 

Clairvoyance is no discovery of modern times ; 


there is hardly an ancient writer of note who does 


c 
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not attest to its exercise. "There is perhaps no people 
at whatever stage of evolution, which has not ex- 
hibited the faculty, to use a Zulu phrase, of * opening 
the gates of distance." During the Boer war, 
Basutos described engagements taking place many 
miles away, which they clairvoyantly saw and 
described and which were afterwards confirmed by 
despatches. In India also we have similar powers. 
My brother, who has spent many years in India, 
tells me he has known news of particular events 
travel between given points in districts totally devoid 
of either telegraphic or railway communication, so 
swiftly that the possibility of its having been done 
by ordinary human agency was precluded. 

If the unbeliever rejects the theory of the 
occultist, the burden is laid upon him of showing 
the reason for the existence of such phenomena 
among peoples so diverse as the English, Scotch, 
Welsh, Romans, Milanese, Arabs, Hindus, Persians, 
Mexicans, Egyptians and Red Indians. The un- 
prejudiced person will draw the conclusion, that 
there must be reality of human experience behind 
these phenomena, to give such persistence and uni- 


versality. Premonitions, telepathy, trance visions, 
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clairvoyance, psychometry and other varied Spirit 
phenomena are all about us, and to ignore them 
without the most candid investigation is the shab- 
biest sort of self-stultification. 

Sir William Crookes, in his Presidential address 
to the British Association, said, * If telepathy takes 
place we have two physical facts: the physical 
change in the brain of A, the suggester, and the 
analogous change in the brain of B, the recipient 
of the suggestion. Between these two physical 
events there must exist a train of psychical senses." 
Sir William further said “that the connecting series 
of intermediate causes can only occur through an 
intervening medium," and he claims that “ ether 
vibrations have powers and attributes equal to 
any demands, even to the transmission of thought 
—that telepathic transference is scientifically demon- 
strated." 

In the Bookman there is an account of Mr. 
Marion Crawford's views of occultism as follows: 
“All religions are merely the efforts of man to know 
his own soul. АП religions are more or less perfect 
forms of self-hypnotism. It is when a man is in 


the self-hypnotic trance as produced by the wise 
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men of India and Japan, that he sees his real soul 
best. This real soul is called the dominant self, 
and lies latent, a prisoner, as it were, in every 
human being. It is an exceedingly dangerous thing 
for a man uninstructed in the processes and pre- 
cautions of the East to attempt to see his dominant 
self. It is like letting one of the genii in the 
* Arabian Nights' out of its copper kettle. You 
have no means of knowing whether it will prove 
to be a good or an evil spirit.” None of this is 
said in jest; the subject is far too serious. In the 
hypnotic trance, Mr. Crawford maintains that the 
adept not only contemplates his dominant self in 
the present, but also in the past, and, to a limited 
degree, in the future. “They can see the ripples 
a little ahead." But the words past, present and 
future should not be used, as in a trance state both 
time and space disappear. An adept in a trance 
state can read the thoughts of another person like 
a printed page, even though he does not understand 
that person's language. Не can also transfer his 
thoughts at will, regardless of distance. 

The following interesting case of clairaudience 


appeared in Light some little time ago:— 
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“А Mr. Wolstenholme, who a few years ago 
was residing at 4 and 6, Preston New Road, Black- 
burn, was called away on business to Preston. He 
says: ‘At that time I was keeping a pony, ‘ Fanny,’ 
and as I had not much work for her I determined 
to drive over to Preston, a distance of nine miles. 
On the morning of the trial I yoked ' Fanny' to the 
trap in a passage behind my house. On each side 
of the passage is a wall about eight feet high, the 
wall on the one side forming the boundary to the 
backs of the houses, the wall on the other side 
forming the boundary to a large wood yard. I had 
everything ready for starting on my journey, and 
had gone into the house for a knee-rug and my whip. 
When I returned with these articles, and was stand- 
ing in the trap arranging the rugs, etc., I heard 
what sounded like the voice of a man speaking 
within a foot of my ears these words: 'put some 
string in your pocket.’ I immediately turned round 
to see who was speaking, but to my surprise there 
was no one in the passage or anywhere in the 
neighbourhood. А cab-stand is in the open street 
at the bottom of the passage, and thinking it must 
be one of the *cabbies' who had spoken, I got out 
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of the trap and went to the bottom of the passage 
to see who the person was. The cab-stand was 
empty, not a cab about, and the only person I could 
see was a lady who was seventy or eighty yards 
up the street on the opposite side. There was no 
one about to account for the voice, neither was 
there any apparent cause that I was aware of why 
I should put the string in my pocket. I went into 
the house again, and told my wife what I had 
heard. Her reply was, ‘ Well, take some string with 
you, it will be no great weight to carry, so I put 
several yards in my pocket. I arrived in Preston 
all right, and drove to the Dog Hotel, and gave 
‘Fanny’ into the hands of the ostler. After the 
trial was over, we all returned to the ‘Dog’ to tea, 
and at twenty minutes to nine I commenced my 
journey home. The night was very dark, but as 
I had good lamps with me I did not heed the dark- 
ness. Fanny trotted along the road at a brisk 
speed, and all was going on well, when suddenly 
she stopped, and no matter how I used the whip, 
or coaxed her, she would not stir another step 
forward, but began to back until she backed the 
trap into the hedge on the road-side. I jumped out, 
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and taking one of the lamps, ran to her head to 
see what was the matter. I immediately found 
that the strap which stretches from the horse's collar 
and is secured to the bottom end of the shafts, the 
trace by which the trap is dragged along, had broken 
inside a piece of metal which connected it with the 
colla. The defect being covered by the metal 
plate had escaped my observation, and I had no 
idea that anything was wrong with the harness in 
any part. I removed the broken strap, and I now 
saw a use for the string that I had in my pocket. 
With it I rigged up a temporary arrangement by 
means of which Fanny was able to take the trap 
and myself home. Had I not taken the string with 
me I should have had to leave the trap on the road- 
side and walk home, a distance of six miles. Who 
or what spoke, I know not; all I know is that the 
‘voice’ sounded close to me, not more than a foot 
from me." 

The Jewish Kings, it may be remembered, in- 
variably kept their own seers or prophets. In the 
2nd book of Samuel, XXIV, verse 2, you will find 
that *the word of the Lord came unto the prophet 


Gad," David's seer. The seers of those days were 
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paid by the people who employed them too, which 
is considered such a wicked thing nowadays. We 
read that “the Elders of Moab and the Elders of 
Midian departed with the rewards of divination in 
their hand." (Numbers, XXII, 7). How often was 
a Seer asked in olden times to say certain things, 
and offered a large reward if he, or she, could say 
it They undoubtedly were exercising the same 
powers and gifts that clairvoyants do to-day. 

Then again, to take some other scriptural refer- 
ences to this power, Saul went to consult Samuel 
the seer with regard to his father’s asses. (1 Samuel, 
IX, 6). “He is an honourable man, all that he 
saith will surely come to pass.” (1 Samuel, IX, 8). 
“The servant answered again and said, Behold I 
have here at hand the fourth part of a shekel of 
silver, that will I give.” (т Samuel, IX, 20). “And 
as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, 
set not thy mind on them for they are found.” (1 
Samuel, X, 16). “And Saul said unto his uncle, 
he told us plainly that the asses were found.” 
(2 Kings, VI, 12). “But Elisha the prophet that 
is in Israel, telleth the King of Israel the words 
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.” (2 Kings, VI, 
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32). “And Elisha sat in his house, and the Elders 
sat with him, and the king sent a man before him, 
and ere the messenger came to him he said to the 
Elders, ‘See ye how this son of a murderer hath 
sent to take away mine head’.” And in Daniel, 
II, 47-48, the king called Daniel a revealer of 
secrets “seeing thou couldst reveal the secret.” 
Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts. Joseph was rewarded and 
honoured for divination, and he undoubtedly did 
а vast amount of good by his clairvoyant gifts, for 
he saved a nation. 

I think those passages make it clear that the 
Jews in Biblical times were great believers in 
clairvoyance, and we know that their seers were 
God-fearing men. They were, as a rule, priests, 
or were under the protection of the temple or other 
religious body. It is sad to think that many of 
the descendants of these same Jews should persecute 
people who exercise similar gifts to those of Elisha 
and Samuel and who are often good and pure-hearted 
men and women, asking guidance from the same 
God and receiving the same Word of the Lord to 
guide and help people who now apply for it. 
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“Тһе stranger at my fireside cannot see 
The forms I see, nor hear the sounds I hear; 
He but perceives what is; while unto me 
All that has been is visible and clear.” 


Longfellow, 


The Million publishes the following story 
of а French seer. I should like to know if it 
occurs in any authentic life of Lady Blessington 
or in any memoirs of the period when Lady 
Blessington was a society celebrity :— 

"In 1846, in London, Lady  Blessington's 
receptions were the most celebrated of the time. 
Her drawing-rooms were filled to overflowing with 
literary, political and social lions. One afternoon 
her man-servant brought up a card on which was 
inscribed Mdlle. X. The French girl requested 
a short interview with her ladyship, and backed 
up her request with a letter of introduction from 
a friend of Lady B., residing in Paris. So Mdlle. X. 
was ushered into one of the salons, in which were 
seated the hostess and three gentlemen—three 
remarkable personages of different rank and calling. 
Mademoiselle had arrived in London that very 


morning, and the epistle -she handed to Lady 
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Blessington asked that lady, if it were within her 
power, to be so good as to assist Mdlle. X., in 
bettering her financial position in the capital of 
the United Kingdom. It went on to say that Mdlle. 
X., was a pupil of the famous Mdlle. Le Norman, 
and followed the mysterious calling to which that 
modern pythoness owed her celebrity. When Lady 
Blessington had asked her new acquaintance a few 
questions, the idea came to her of testing, seance 
tenante, the hidden faculties of the young sorceress. 
She therefore did not introduce Mademoiselle to 
the three gentlemen, but explained to them that 
the young lady had earned a certain renown in 
France in her particular line, and that if they were 
willing she would tell them their fortunes. Without 
a moment's hesitation the three gentlemen consented, 
and mademoiselle began to examine the first of the 
three hands very attentively. After а few moments 
had elapsed she asked:—'Shall I speak to you 
about your past or about your future?’ ‘Oh, we 
know our past. Tell us what will happen to us 
in years to come, exclaimed the youngest of the 
trio, а handsome man with long black hair, bright 


eyes and a clean-shaven face. And then he added, 
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‘But perhaps you know us?’ ‘I arrived from 
Paris this morning. I have never set foot in London 
before, and I have never seen any of you until 
this afternoon, replied Mademoiselle. ‘Then tell 
us our fortunes, said the young man. ‘For you, 
sir’ she said, looking into his hand, “Г have nothing 
but happiness. You will be happy. You will die 
at an old age and without any suffering. Neverthe- 
less, you and one of your children will escape only 
by a miracle from a violent and dreadful death.’ 
‘I thank you, Mademoiselle; said the handsome 
young man, as he leaned back musingly in an arm- 
chair. Mademoiselle then took the hand of Lady 
Blessington's second guest—a man with a long torso 
and very short legs. Не looked very sombre, and 
was exceedingly pale; his eyes had a deathly look 
about them, and his heavy moustache gave him the 
appearance of a foreigner—an Italian or Frenchman. 
He was fairly well dressed, but not stylishly ; his 
frock coat bore signs of excessive wear, and gave him 
altogether the appearance of a gentleman ‘a trifle 
hard up.’ After examining his hand, the young 
necromancer exclaimed, in accents of surprise: ‘Oh, 


my lady! you will laugh at what I am going to say. 
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What I have just read in monsieur’s hand seems to 
me so dreadfully absurd!’ ‘Never mind that, say 
what you have read,’ interrupted the sombre 
personage. ‘Well then, monsieur, I can repeat a 
few words from your great English poet, ‘All hail, 
Macbeth, thou shalt be king hereafter.’ Yes, mon- 
sieur, you will reign.’ As she pronounced these 
words a profound expression of surprise was visible 
on the features of the other two gentlemen and 
Lady Blessington. Alone the gentleman to whom 
such an extraordinary prophecy had been made 
remained impassive. His sad features were not 
lightened up in any way; not a muscle of his marble 
face was seen to quiver. ‘I am very much obliged 
to you, mademoiselle,’ he said, quietly withdrawing 
his hand. ‘There was an interval of silence, during 
which mademoiselle looked at all the persons present, 
without being able to comprehend why she should 
have caused such emotion. ‘And I?’ implored the 
third guest of Lady Blessington, holding out a care- 
fully manicured and supple hand. The Parisienne 
made a lengthy examination of the white palm. 
Lady Blessington watched her attentively and per- 


ceived that her new protegée was growing very 
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pale. She however found sufficient strength to reply 
in a natural tone: ‘This is most strange, monsieur. 
Your hand tells me nothing; no, absolutely nothing 
at all as to your future.’ And as she withdrew, 
accompanied by Lady Blessington, she exclaimed, 
taking her ladyship’s proffered hand: ‘Beware of 
that third gentleman!’ ‘Why? What did you read?’ 
inquired the hostess, unable to restrain her curiosity. 
‘Alas, my lady, that man will commit a horrible 
murder and will be hanged!’ To whom belonged 
the three hands that had just been subjected to 
so strange an examination by the pretty necro- 
mancer? The first was that of Charles Dickens. 
She had predicted in his case that he and one 
of his children would only escape by a miracle 
from a violent death. Towards the end of the 
year 1864 the great English novelist, on return- 
ing from a visit to Paris, was in the train that 
met with such a horrible accident at Staplehurst. 
He was one of the rare survivors and escaped without 
a scratch; but what is more curious is that one 
of his children in the form of the manuscript of 
“Ош Mutual Friend,’ which had been placed by 


the author in a small valise was picked up intact— 
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and restored to its owner. The second personage, 
as is easy to guess, was none other than Prince 
Louis Napoleon, who was elected representative of 
the French people in 1848, President of the Republic 
in December of the same year, and finally Emperor 
of the French in 1852. As to the third hand it 
was that of the artist Wainwright, who murdered 
his wife in a most abominable and cruel manner 


, 


and was condemned to the gallows.' 


HE CULTIVA- 
TION AND 
PRACTICE OF 
OCCULT POWERS 


CHAPTER II. 


The Cultivation and Practice of Occult Powers. 


HE office of Clairvoyants and Psychometrists 

is, by adopting an attitude of perfectly passive 
receptivity, to secure such impressions as are natural, 
not unnatural or supernatural, and to give them as 
clear and true expression as is possible. They must 
carefully note the order in which the impressions 
reach them. Higher perceptions, more penetrative 
discernments and the most delicate of occult happen- 
ings will flow before their vision, in as real a way 
as the tangible things they see with the ordinary eye. 
Instances are innumerable in which events 


worked themselves out exactly in accordance with 
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clairvoyant prevision. At the same time it must 
be clearly understood that though the clairvoyant 
perceives what may ensue from the influences in 
operation at the time, that does not prevent new 
causes intervening which may modify the strict 
accuracy of the prevision. 

A clairvoyant's perception of what will ensue 
from existing causes is not a matter of reasoning ; 
it is as instantaneous as perceiving a picture. The 
clairvoyant does not know how she reaches her 
conclusions. The nervous system of the clairvoyant 
has to be trained to a prompt receptivity, just as 
the ears of a musician or the eyes of an artist have 
to be to their particular phenomena. In psychic 
matters “ practice makes perfect " just as in the realms 
of music and art, though of course the individual 
capacity depends in each case upon the sensitiveness 
and organic fitness of the student. 

As a child, I “saw” things, but no one attached 
much importance to them, as I was very delicate 
and imaginative. The first thing I remember seeing 
very vividly was in 1877 or 1878, when I was in St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. I was sent into the Henry 


ward to assist the night nurse, and while sitting in 


PRACTICE OF OCCULT POWERS 37 


the front ward, I saw a vision of what appeared 
to me to be the interior of a train and a man 
shooting himself. Something impressed me to ask 
the nurse what case was in the second or third bed 
from the door. She told me that the patient was 
а Captain Stirling, who had attempted to commit 
suicide in the Underground Railway, and still had 
the bullet in his head. I dared not mention to her 
what I had seen, and on my part I could not then 
account for it. 

I think a college for the training of sensitives 
in their occult gifts might well be founded. In the 
case of art and music, the art student devotes a 
great amount of time in learning drawing and 
painting to make her competent in her profession, 
and the musician practices many hours daily that 
she may gain sympathetic insight, faultless touch 
and perfect execution. Why should not the gifted 
sensitive have an opportunity of devoting her time 
to the cultivation of her powers under experienced 
guides? I found that it was only by continual 
practice that I became successful. 

Clairvoyant development is not necessarily 


dependent on great intellect, will-power or culture, 
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although these may greatly assist. Let the mind 
have education by all means, but that education 
should certainly include the exercise of moral and 
spiritual powers and graces. There is nothing 
supernatural in psychic gifts, and it is well to 
remember that these do not of themselves insure 
intellectual ability or moral purity, any more than 
do artistic or musical capabilities. 

A clairvoyant who is at all lax in her moral 
tone should be avoided, and sitters ought to regard 
with suspicion clairvoyants who tell them that 
*the spirits wish them to do this or that," if their 
own commonsense and moral judgment warn them 
that the instruction is wrong. I have heard spiritual- 
ists (so-called) say, “ I could not help doing such and 
such a thing, the spirits made me." Poor spirits! 
It is rather hard on them. My advice is to shun 
such advisers as you would the plague. This reminds 
me of an old woman who was brought into the 
Lawrence ward, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, one 
Saturday night very drunk and with a fractured leg. 
Next morning on my asking her how she felt, she 
said—looking up to the ceiling—‘I feel very bad, 


but I mustn't complain; it's the Lord's will." 
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Clairvoyance is one and the same power in 
whatever way it is exercised, whether in trance or 
normally, ог by the aid of crystal-gazing. 'The 
use to which it is put may, however, be helpful or 
hurtful. For medical purposes, clairvoyance is most 
useful in diagnosing disease. It may happen that 
a patient at the time of examination is suffering 
from some temporary disturbance, caused, for 
example, by injudicious diet, and that may put a 
medical man on the wrong scent; but a clairvoyant 
will see and sense or feel the pain at the seat of 
the trouble, and if she has medical knowledge her 
diagnosis will be most helpful. 

The career of a public clairvoyant is not to be 
lightly chosen, nor is it to be envied. The aspirant 
should be level-headed and self-possessed, for she 
will soon probably encounter clients who will 
flatter her and have her believe she is Almighty, just 
because she has given them a correct description 
of persons or events to-day; but she must remember 
that these same flatterers—if she is not quite so 
correct to-morrow—will be as ready to say what a 
fraud she is! 


Then there are persons who will expect her 
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to see all sorts of things, asking every silly question 
they can think of, and want clairvoyant descriptions 
for their own and their friends’ amusement. Some- 
times а client who is not satisfied with being told 
about herself, wants to know all about her friends, 
and indeed her friend's friends also. Again she will 
meet with the fanatic, who "takes one ир;” and, 
as she is generally a woman of means, will make 
one handsome presents and worry one to live in 
better style. She will tell her that, “ with her great 
gifts she should do so and so and get such and such 
' As I said before she needs to be level-headed, 
for this selfsame fanatic may suddenly drop her 


fees.’ 


one day for no apparent reason, after she has been 
the means of making her increase her expenses. It is 
this sort of thing that often disheartens and disgusts 
the young clairvoyant. Let her take my advice, and 
not believe too seriously in these gushing people. 
Another class of client worries about the 
clairvoyant’s health. “You look so ill,” they will 
say, "you really should take a stimulant.” І say, 
be very careful of these people. Their advice is 
kindly meant, but one must exercise one's own 


discretion, and not be led astray. 
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She must also remember that she cannot always 
obtain good results. Clients may be most sympa- 
thetic, and also most anxious for phenomena, and 
yet may live such lives that their conditions will 
not harmonise with hers. Others may tell her, * No 
one can get anything for me; all the clairvoyants 
I have been to say that I am like an iceberg 
or a blank wall" These people are generally 
dull and stupid, and have little moral or mental 
status. 

Some clients, again, are very helpful to the 
clairvoyant. They themselves possess a great 
amount of psychical power. Their influence is con- 
genial, and one likes to sit with them. For that 
class of client one could, as I have often said, see 
all day, things and events in their lives. 

From what I have said, it may readily be 
understood that success very greatly depends upon 
the client, and the conditions provided by her. A 
client may visit a gifted and honest clairvoyant, 
but if the psychic, or mental conditions of the 
client do not harmonise with those of the clair- 
voyant good results will not be got; but the same 


client visiting another clairvoyant may get excellent 
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results, the reason being that there are more har- 
monious conditions. Such clients not understanding 
the delicacy of the instruments, will go from one 
clairvoyant to another, and say, as I have known 
them to do, “Such and such a clairvoyant is an 
utter fraud; she could do nothing for me. But 
you are wonderful." 

Clairvoyants when flattered should be humble, 
bearing in mind that other clients will say the 
same of them in turn. "There is often a great deal 
of jealousy amongst clairvoyants, and I think we 
might all cultivate a more generous spirit. 

When one has seen a client frequently, there 
is sometimes a danger of mixing up things one 
already knows, but the conscientious clairvoyants 
try to put everything aside, and begin afresh at 
each sitting. One dear old lady client of mine 
often comes to make an appointment for her friends. 
She came a short time ago, and told me that her 
friend was in great trouble, and she was *so and 
so, and so on." Her friend came the next day, 
and it is needless to relate I gave her a very poor 
sitting. Clients should not be allowed to tell about 


themselves, or about anything to be psychometrised 
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for them, as such information is almost sure to lead 
the psychometrist astray. 

Great importance is attached by some clair- 
voyants to diet while developing, and by many 
fasting is recommended; but I think that if the 
clairvoyant leads a pure, rational, and temperate 
life, there is no need for fasting. I recommend a 
light diet, with plenty of milk and fish; that is 
what I find most helpful to me. 

The following will be found a good plan for 
developing psychometry :— 

Take, say, six letters, which have been care- 
fully kept in their own envelopes, and of which 
you know nothing, and request a friend, whose 
letters they are, to ask you questions about them. 
Then write down the impressions which come to 
you. Begin by taking one of the letters in your 
right hand, and press it to your forehead, or at 
the back of the neck, or rather at the base of the 
skull. 'The reason for placing the letters at these 
points is that the perceptive part of the brain is 
supposed to be at the back of the forehead, 
between the eyes, and that sensory nerves come 
direct from the brain through the base of the 
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skull. (The brain also gives out sensory nerves 
to the muscles of the outer body, including our 
finger-tips, and hence comes our power to sense 
things, sometimes, by simply holding them in our 
fingers). 

You must of course be careful to take each 
letter separately, and fold it so that the writing 
is outside. You thus come in contact with the 
condition or subtle effluence that has been left there 
by the writer. It is useless to try to psychometrise 
a postcard, an envelope, or a clean handkerchief. 
With a postcard the conditions are too mixed, on 
account of its being handled by so many different 
people, and it would be impossible to get true 
results. A client once brought me an envelope, 
and begged me to tell him what I could from it. 
The envelope was from a lady. I gave him what 
he admitted to be an absolutely correct description 
of the characteristics of his man servant, who had 
brought the note to him from the lady. But there 
was not much satisfaction in that! А clean hand- 
kerchief would more than likely bring the con- 
ditions of the laundress. Please understand it is 


necessary that the article to be psychometrised has 
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been worn, and a necktie, glove, or handkerchief 
will do very well. 

Clients often bring a type-written letter, which, 
of course, only brings the condition of the type- 
writer. A typed letter, with only the signature, 
is not enough. 

I find that, as a rule, golden articles are difficult 
to test, although I have had some striking results 
from gold and metal. Glass is quite useless. A 
lady once brought me a candle-stick to test. All 
I saw was blood, and I gave a correct description 
of three of her servants, who, I presume, had handled 
it. Some time afterwards the lady told me that 
the candle-stick had figured in a tragedy! 

I would advise all students wishing to develop 
clairvoyance to begin by psychometrising letters 
and articles. They should cleanse the hands before 
attempting the experiment, and settle, if possible, 
into a passive state—one of mental repose. If the 
conditions are what they should be, the receptive 
and subjective mind will reveal what is impressed 
upon it by the delicate influences immanent in the 
writing or article. It is a good plan to get a 


friend to ask questions, and you should write down 
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your impressions as the questions are put, such as 
the following, or any other that may suggest 


themselves :— 


Ist question: Is the writer married or single? 


2nd » 5 young or old? 
3rd » $5 dark or fair? 
4th ДА э sensitive or not? 
5th — , А in good health ? 
6th и н: good tempered ? 


Having put the letter to your forehead, and 
shut your eyes, you will find that after a little 
practice you are, as it were, impelled to tell its 
contents. 'The words of your answer will seem to 
form themselves; that is, if you do not waver. 
Always remember that first thoughts are best. If, 
on the other hand, no answer comes to you, then 
ask yourself a mental question relative to the letter, 
but be sure you take the first answer to that question. 
Should you waver, do not try to answer, or you 


wil make a mistake. Апа do not expect to be 


— 
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always right. If you are correct three times out 
of four it will be very good at first. You should 
continue for at least six weeks with letters, trying 
every day, before taking articles and objects. You 
will find that after a time you will be able to 
tell their whole history. 

If a letter, glove, or handkerchief gives you a 
feeling of pleasure, anger, sickness, pain, or trouble, 
you may be quite sure that whatever you feel, the 
same was felt by the person at the time of writing 
the letter, or wearing or handling the article tested. 
When you are testing letters, get your friend to 
vary the questions about each letter; otherwise 
there will be danger of your getting into the same 
phraseology for every client. State your impressions 
clearly, whatever they may be, of the article you 
are testing. 

After you have become fairly successful with 
psychometry, you will find that you begin to see 
people, things and scenes. I can only describe the 
first developments of clairvoyance as inwardly seeing, 
or seeming to see, things. It is sometimes very 
difficult to determine where impression ends and 


sight begins, as there are so many grades of psychic 
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perceptions. What you see is, of course, a mental 
picture. 

If you state what you see, or seem to see, I 
have no doubt you will be much astonished one 
day when you describe, say, a gentleman to а lady, 
that lady (who is possibly a total stranger to you) 
will exclaim, “Oh, you are describing my brother; 
I did not know you had even met him.” Go on, 
then, describing your impressions of the character- 
istics of the man, and, if you do not wait to reason 
things out, you will probably give a correct 
delineation. 

Before giving a clairvoyant sitting, I prepare 
myself by quieting my nerves. Then I ask the 
Great Spirit to help me to guide and help my 
client, as I am most anxious to do. I then close 
my eyes and concentrate my brain on the client, 
at the same time taking the client’s hand. I then 
describe what, and who, I see, and state my im- 
pressions carefully and truthfully. 

You will find your powers vary considerably 
at different times. Sometimes there seems to be 
a great deal of lucidity; your impressions will be 


clear and strong, ideas flowing freely through them ; 
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but at another time you may only get very hazy 
impressions, and an absolute lack of ideas. 

You must be very careful, as I have already 
said, not to confound different scenes, characters, 
and conditions, but to hold them distinct. Му 
readers will probably ask, *How am I to dis- 
tinguish between the scenes, people, and objects I 
see; how can I tell whether they belong to me 
or to my client?" You must not, as a rule, 
describe to your client a scene or person that you 
are familiar with. It is the people and things 
that you do not know you should describe. 

So much depends upon your giving clear and 
graphic descriptions of people, places and things 
for your client to recognise the description, that I 
would advise my readers when they are in a train, 
tram, or 'bus to carefully observe their fellow 
passengers' personal characteristics and peculiarities. 
'Then try to think how you would describe them 
to their friends, so that they might easily recognise 
them. Note their height, build, colour of hair and 
eyes; if the features are good, and any little 
peculiarity of dress, speech, or gesture. Notice 


these and describe them accurately to yourself. 
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You may be told that clairvoyance is nothing 
but thought-transference. It has often been said 
to me, *if I think very much of a person, can you 
see them, and tell me where they are, and what 
they are doing now?" As a matter of fact, it 
makes no difference whatever to me. Often clients 


” 


want to “tie you down” as it were, to tell them 
of certain people. You may not always be able 
to do so; you may only be able to tell them 
about other people that you can see, and sense 
with them. 

It is very foolish for clients to stipulate for 
certain tests, as it often disturbs the delicate 
psychic and mental conditions, and prevents good 
results. Some months ago a lady came and had 
a sitting with me. I described her daughter. She 
had married, and gone abroad, and had caused 
her parents a great deal of sorrow. My client 
regretted that her husband was not with her on 
this occasion, and said she would try to bring him. 
The following day an old gentleman came for a 
sitting. I began giving him descriptions and 
names. He told me that I had given him the 


names of all his family, also his own, but that I 
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had told him nothing of his daughter, but her 
name. He then said that it was his wife who 
had been to see me the day before, and I had told 
her a great deal about his married daughter. I 
was sorry, but I could get nothing for him about 
her, nor can I explain the reason why. 

When I give a name I hear a voice quite 
distinctly giving it, and, if I say that name, I am 
correct nine times out of ten. That is of course, 
what is known as clairaudience or mental hearing. 

All sensitive people can cultivate and develop 
these faculties. There are several forms of clair- 
voyance—one that sees things objectively, as I 
myself do sometimes, and others only subjectively. 
As a matter of fact, I see the people I describe as 
plainly as I see the chairs and tables in my room. 
Sometimes I see things as though in a dream; 
again I see or seem to see, a thought or brain-form. 

Often I take a letter in my fingers and without 
seeing anything or anybody, give a description 
of a person and place, which my client tells 
me to my own astonishment is absolutely correct. 
Sometimes my spirit seems to travel into other 


lands. For instance I gave a sitting to a lady 
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some time ago and described a place that I did 
not know, although my client recognised it. It 
was Bombay. I then described a gentleman and 
told her his profession and what I saw him doing. 
The lady said that I had given a most accurate 
description of her husband and the place where 
he then was. From her knowledge of his duty 
and allowing for the difference in the time, she 
said he would probably be doing what I told her 
he was at that hour of the day. 

I clairvoyantly see people who are both in and 
out of the flesh. Old authorities say, that, in that 
case one sees a materialised form, that is produced 
by the clairvoyant's vital or magnetic force. I do 
not understand whether that is so; there are so 
many theories, but I do agree with Paul Tyner, 
who says, "that neither a universal ether, nor a 
rare effluence of aura, existing as an attribute of 
living sentient beings, will alone account for 
thought-transference, clairvoyance, psychometry, etc. 
Trance-clairvoyants are controlled and are under 
the influence of spirit people." 

If thought-transference from incarnate spirits or 


living men can convey the image of the person 
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from whom it emanates, so that the "sensitive" 
thinks the person's spirit is actually present, then it 
seems to me thought-transference from discarnate 
spirits will convey a similar appearance, and cause 
the sensitive to think that the * spirit" has returned 
to earth and is actually present, though it may 
really remain in its own state, or sphere, or plane, 
from which its form-carrying vital-thoughts are 
received by the sensitive. 

For many years I had grave doubts of the 
genuineness of the trance-clairvoyant. I was quite 
open-minded, and only wished to be convinced. 
Personally, trance-clairvoyance does not appeal to 
me. I could never yield up my own personality to 
be taken possession of by any spirit, however good. 
My readers may perhaps think me egotistical, but I 
would rather trust my soul or spirit to give advice 
under the guidance of the Great Spirit than to any 
departed spirit, such as that of a young Indian 
girl for instance. It is a matter of wonder to me 
how the spirit of any young girl who lived in 
other lands and times could be expected to give 
good advice upon the everyday subjects that, as 


a rule, clients come to consult one upon. 
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With regard to spirit identity, it is a very 
different matter. I know from personal experience 
that there are many genuine trance-clairvoyants;in 
London to-day, and the accuracy of their descriptions 
of people out of the flesh admit of no doubt. I know 
some of these trance-clairvoyants to be thoroughly 
good women, but I will here give my readers a word 
of warning. ЇЇ at any time you wish to develop 
trance-clairvoyance be very careful with whom you 
sit when developing. See to it, first of all, that she 
is a good woman. Never mind if she is not as well 
educated and refined as you would wish—a good 
woman will only attract good spirits. 

Please understand that I am not a trance- 
clairvoyant, but I know clairvoyants who аге, and;I 
'know they give a great amount of comfort in the 
course of their work. There are, on the other hand, 
persons who only pretend to go into a trance, and of 
them it is necessary to beware. 

The power of trance-clairvoyance is, I believe, 
referred to in the Book of Job, where we read (Job 
xii, 3): “therefore have I uttered that which II 
understand not, things too wonderful for me which; І 


knew not." 
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I am what is known as a normal clairvoyant, not 
dependent on spirit influence for my gifts, although I 
know that sometimes I receive the help of spirit- 
people. E. W. and M. Н. Wallis зау: “ Many persons 
are natural healers, intuitive character readers, and 
normal seers from childhood. If they receive proof 
of the presence and action of an intelligent operator 
on the other side—well and good ; but if they do not, 
and yet see and sense, they are doing good work, and 
at least demonstrate the fact that we are spirits here, 
and now, and possess these spiritual gifts, or psychical 
faculties, by virtue of our Spirit origin and nature." 

I find it is a great comfort to my clients when I 
give a description of a dear one who has passed over 
to the other side of life. I can only describe the 
spirit form as I see it. It is the counterpart of the 
physical form, with a luminous light or silver lining, 
and I feel its magnetic personal force by my nerves 
being thrilled and spasmodic jerking of my limbs. 
If I feel it is a good influence and that the spirit 
wants to impress me to give a message, I hear, or 
seem to hear, what it wishes me to say; but it 
entirely depends upon the nature of the message 


whether I give it or not, as my strong conviction 
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is, that if a very foolish person passed over to- 
day, he or she would probably be as foolish 
to-morrow. The fact of passing over would not 
give wisdom. 

Some people ask me *Is it right to attempt 
to unveil what God has hidden?" but I answer 
"Is not everything hidden until mankind presses 
on to the discovery?" I am convinced that the 
expression “beyond the veil" does not apply to 
the future life alone, and we do not know how 
much God wishes us to know until we seek. The 
finding will demonstrate what God wills us to find. 
His method of revelation is bound up with man's 
longing to know, and we may be very certain 
that there is a path of communication between 
the Seen and the Unseen. I am convinced by my 
own experiences that it must be so, as a part of 
the perfect order of the Universe. 

There is no need to be afraid of Spirit influence, 
if you are careful to discern between right and 
wrong and refuse to be influenced in a bad way. 
It is only natural that one should be afraid of 
the unknown, but when one knows that spirits 


exist there is no need to fear them: 
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** There are more guests at table than the hosts 
Invited; the illuminated hall 
Is thronged with quiet inoffensive ghosts, 
As silent as the pictures on the wall." 


Long fellow. 


E. W. and M. H. Wallis, who rank among 
the greatest authorities on spiritualistic phenomena, 
say, "impressions, suggestions, mental pictures, or 
symbols, may be transferred to, impressed upon, or 
consciously received by the clairvoyant from the 
other side, or he may see and describe spirit 
persons and convey thoughts from them to those 
who consult him, although not directly controlled 
by them." 

I think it right to retain one's own indi- 
viduality, and it has never appealed to me per- 
sonally to hear that the deceased clown Grimaldi 
or similar people control clairvoyants. 

From my childhood, I have always felt that 
our own people come to us, to guard and help us. 
We are told that “He gives his angels charge 
over us,” and as we know that the word "angel" 


literally means “messenger,” and most certainly 


58 THE CULTIVATION AND 


applies to people who have, at one time, lived on 
earth, what is more natural than to suppose our 
own people coming back to comfort and help us? 

It is a great comfort to me to feel the presence 
of and even to see my own dear mother in times 
of sorrow and trouble. She was described to me 
by another clairvoyant who saw her standing 
beside me in our grievous persecution. 

Sometimes a client needs some sort of test 
when you give her a description of a spirit, and 
as you fill in details of their personal appearance 
when in life (mentioning such peculiarities as birth- 
marks, moles, etc.), the description is usually vivid 
enough to convince a client that it really is the 
spirit of their departed friend. Sometimes, I hear 
the name, and, in that case, I usually think the 
picture has been impressed upon my psychic vision 
by spirit influence. 

I have often been asked “ if the spirits I describe 
to clients wear dresses." I have described dresses 
and they have been recognised as being the dresses 
they wore on earth. I am sometimes asked to 
explain this, and I have always given Mr. and Mrs. 


Wallis' idea on the subject. 'They say that * when 
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a clairvoyante describes a spirit near a client, and 
fills in the details of his personal appearance when 
in life here, and those delineations are of so vivid 
a nature as to convince the recipient that the 
person thus described is in reality a departed 
relative, it is considered a good test of the clair- 
voyante’s powers.” 

A little thought will convince the student 
that the vision was nota spiritual one in the sense 
of discerning the visitor as he really is in his new 
state of existence; the seer either witnessed a 
partial materialisation or described an appearance, 
a picture presented to his psychic vision of what 
had been. Тһе seer depicts the spirit as wearing 
the garb, and presenting the appearance which 
characterised him here, but no one will claim that 
the people who have passed over wear the same 
clothes, and are unaltered in their personal appear- 
ance. 

If the clairvoyant saw our friends as they are 
seen by their fellow spirits I doubt not they should 
sometimes find it difficult to recognise them. The 
child who died asa babe is usually seen as a babe, 


although ten or more years may have passed since 
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he entered into spirit life, and spirits unite in 
assuring us that children grow and develop in 
the spheres beyond the tomb. The aged and infirm 
are frequently depicted by clairvoyants as still 
aged, and bent with the weight of years, yet 
spirits tell us that all appearance of age and in- 
firmity drops away from them soon after entering 
the spirit state. 

Hence, the spirit probably thinks back and 
projects an appearance of himself (a thought form) 
as he was on eavth for the purpose of recognition. 
It has often been a great comfort to me to know 
that my dear ones were near, and the fact of 
knowing that has often helped me and braced 


me up in many a sorrowful time. Tennyson asks, 


** Do we desire the dead 

Should still be near us at our side, 

Is there no baseness we would hide, 

No inner vileness that we dread? 

Shall he for whose applause I strove 

(I had such reverence for his blame) 
See, with clear eyes, some hidden shame, 


And I be lessened in his love?” 
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How one pines when in the depths of sorrow and 


trouble 


* For the touch of a vanished hand 


And the sound of a voice that is still." 


I have often given a description of living or 
deceased persons as they were when the client 
knew them best. For instance, suppose it is a 
man I am describing, I may picture him with 
a beard. My client may probably say, “ you have 
given me a correct description, but he has no 
beard; it was shaved off two years ago." 

Then again, no one can tell the exact age. 
By clairvoyance, you can only tell the age from 
your idea of what they look like from your point 
of view. The other day I described a gentleman 
to a lady client as thirty years of age. She informed 
me that I was wrong with regard to the age. He 
was thirty-one! 

I have often been asked by consultants to 
give them winning numbers. I have sometimes 
seen and heard names and numbers when so asked, 


but with regard to the latter I do not attach much 
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importance to them. Personally, I cannot give 
winning numbers, nor do I believe it is possible 
to do so. For the sake of experiment, I have 
tried to see clairvoyantly the likely winning num- 
bers at the tables abroad, but I have been more 
often wrong than right. Everything is done so 
quickly, and the conditions are all against one's 
being able to see clearly. The clairvoyant also 
is susceptible to disturbing vibrations which others 
do not recognise. 

I am also asked sometimes to give the names 
of horses that will win races! Now, as a matter 
of fact, no clairvoyant can “spot winners." You 
cannot concentrate your brain upon the brain of a 
horse, even if you could go into the presence of the 
runners. This I have found: if you really can go 
into the vicinity of the horses, and you get a strong 
impression that a certain horse you see will win, you 
will find that it will do so (if there is no trickery), 
but remember your first impression. Still, for a 
clairvoyant, or palmist, to pretend to give, for 
example, the winner of the Derby is too silly for 
anything ! 


I was very much disgusted last year by seeing a 
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professional palmist and clairvoyant advertising that 
she gave “winners.” As a matter of fact I knew the 
woman, and although somewhat refined and educated, 
we knew she was absolutely useless as a clairvoyant, 
my husband having engaged her to take my place 
when I was ill. He kept her for one day! I very 
often see horses clairvoyantly ; and it is a fact that I 
did foresee the winner of the Grand National of 1904. 
I described the horse at breakfast time to my husband, 
but we attached no importance to it. We had, 
however, arranged to have a day’s holiday and go to 
the races, and I pointed out the horse as it went to 
the starting post. My husband told me that it had 
not the ghost of a chance, but it did come in first, 
nevertheless. Still, that might not happen again in a 
life-time. I advise my readers not to expect a 
clairvoyant to give winners; it cannot be done with 
any degree of reliability. 

A friend of mine (a well-known clairvoyant of 
Regent Street) received a visit from one of Lord 
Northcliffs (then Sir Alfred Harmsworth) reporters 
on Мау 30th, 1904. The reporter said that Sir Alfred 
wanted to know what horse would win the Derby. 


My friend told him that many people wanted to know 
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that, but she could not tell him. The reporter, 
however, pressed her very much to try, as Sir Alfred 
wanted something sensational for his paper, and it 
ended by my friend giving him a sitting, and she did 
see the winning colours! The full account of the 
interview appeared in the Evening News of Wednesday, 
June 1st, 1904. This same lady saw the winning 
colours (ten days before the race) of the 1905 Grand 
National. This I know to be true, as she told my 
husband and several others; but still my friend 
agrees with me, that, as a rule, it is impossible to tell 
winners, although one may see the colours, and even 
the winning horse at times. 

Surprise is often expressed that people will go to 
a palmist or clairvoyant and tell them all their 
troubles, love affairs, and business worries. My 
experience of troubled humanity is that most people 
can speak freely to almost anyone rather than to 
their own. I once heard a very clever woman term 
us “mental doctors,’ and I think not at all in- 
appropriately. 

Critics sometimes condemn our art as “Black 
Magic,” but I consider that if one uses his or her 


powers for good purposes, with true and kindly 
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motives, in order to exert good influences, and to 
strengthen and stimulate their clients in the right 
direction, then if they are magicians at all they must 
surely be white ones rather than “black.” For my- 
self, I think it is a great privilege to be able to 
comfort and encourage the sad, weak and weary; 


and to help others to become brave, firm and true. 


RYSTAL 
—— GAZING. 


СНАРТЕЕ Ш. 


Crystal Gazing. 


RYSTAL gazing is another form of clairvoyance. 
I do not often use a crystal, as I “see” better 
without, but some people find a crystal a 

great help to concentration. 

The best kinds of rock crystals are found lining 
the cavities in the Crystaline Schists, as at Gothard 
and Bourg d'Oisans and the largest crystals are 
found in Brazil, Madagascar and Japan. They are 
also found in Switzerland, the Tyrol, Hungary and 
Ceylon. The Japanese are very clever at cutting 
them. I have in my possession a perfect Japanese 


crystal that I highly value. It is as clear and 
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beautiful as a diamond. The largest and best known 

crystals are turned in Japan; many of the smaller 
are turned in Paris. There are black crystals, but 
they are rare, and are found in the Alps. 

Crystals vary in pellucidity, or in the quantity 
of light which can pass through them. Some 
transmit so much light that small objects can be 
clearly seen and letters read, when placed behind 
them. When light falls upon a crystal, it is partly 
reflected from the surface and partly pierces into 
the crystal. The latter is reflected from inside the 
crystal and emerges again to mingle with that 
reflected at the surface. The remainder of the light 
is absorbed by the crystal or transmitted through 
it until it emerges on the other side. Friction, 
pressure, or change of temperature excite electricity 
in pure crystals, and in some two electricities 
appear in opposite parts of the crystal. Each pole 
is alternately positive and negative; the former 
when the crystal is heating and the latter when it 
is cooling. In the most transparent crystals alumina 
and iron oxide can be detected. It is believed that 
crystals are formed by accrefions of particles of 


some sort lying parallel to each other during 
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formation, which is probable from the homogeneity 
of crystals. Transparent crystals were known to 
the ancients, and were called by them “ice,” and 
were supposed by them to be actually a kind of ice. 

There are many historical crystals. Napoleon 
had one which is now in the possession of one of 
my clients. I am told that it has been in a fire 
and is so badly damaged that it is quite useless 
for crystal-gazing. 

Dr. Dee, who was astrologer and seer to Queen 
Elizabeth, had a shew-stone or holy-stone, which 
he asserted was given to him by an angel. It is 
now in the British Museum. It is a beautiful globe 
of polished crystal of the variety known as smoky 
quartz. He also had another stone into which he 
said he used to call up the image of his spirits—a 
disc of highly polished cannel coal. It was success- 
ively in the possession of Mr. Strong of Bristol, the 
Earl of Peterborough, Lady Germain, the Dukes 
of Argyll, Lord F. Campbell, Mr. Pigott and Lord 
Londesborough, and finally it found a resting place 
in the Strawberry Hill collection. It is interesting 
to remember that Dr. Dee’s divinations helped to 


make history. 
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The best test of a pure crystal or gem is its. 
coldness. Another method of testing I saw employed’ 
by Mr. Little, the eminent authority on stones at the 
Geological Museum, to whom I am indebted for 
much useful information on the subject. He tested 
some of our crystals in a particular liquid which 
he uses for that purpose. Although a crystal is 
much heavier than a glass ball, a real crystal will 
float in this fluid, whereas a glass ball will sink. 
Mr. Little also tested them under a microscope. 
A crystal is perfectly clear and transparent, but a 
glass ball shows little bubbles inside. 

The crystal may be round or egg-shaped. As 
already mentioned the pure crystal is to many 
a great aid in the development of the latent power 
of clairvoyance. Many sensitives do not know that 
they are clairvoyant until they try to concentrate 
their gaze upon a crystal. They do not go under 
hypnotic influence in so doing and they can remember 
all they see. 

Some of my readers who are sensitive doubtless 
have had very vivid dreams, and, in the morning, 
can remember all they have seen in their dreams 


even to the minutest detail. If so, they should be 


* 


able to “ее” clairvoyantly. I think it is Bulwer 
Lytton who tells us that the difference between a 
seer or a genius and a madman lies in the fact that 
a madman cannot impress his visions upon anyone 
else's brain, but a seer ora genius can. The one 
comes from a disordered brain and the other from 
a superlatively ordered one. 

As a rule dreams are soon forgotten, and in the 
same way one easily forgets what one sees in a 
crystal, so that it is a good plan to make a few 
notes after looking into one. 

The student who tries crystal-gazing should 
cleanse her hands, try and become calm and passive, 
and for a few minutes breathe deeply and slowly. 
Then she should clasp the crystal in her hands until 
it becomes warm, which it will do in about five 
minutes, sitting still with closed eyes for that time. 
By then, magnetic force will have been accumulated 
and she may look steadily into the crystal for ten 
minutes, holding it about as far from her as she 
would a book when reading. She should look into 
the centre of the crystal, not on the surface. She 
should try again the next day and as nearly as 


possible at the same hour day by day, restricting 
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herself to the ten minutes and sitting alone with 
her back to the window. It is a good plan to put 
a black silk handkerchief over the head and to hold 
the crystal in both hands. Some clairvoyants like 
gaslight best, but I prefer daylight with the room 
darkened and about an hour after a meal. One 
must be very careful about the reflections in the 
room and be quite comfortably seated. I have 
known students who have seen something after two 
or three sittings—but others have taken as long as 
six weeks. 

Students should not be disappointed if they do 
not see the things and faces they most want at first. 
It is not surprising they do not when one remembers 
that for many generations the psychic faculties 
inherent in mankind have lain in such absolute 
neglect. Seeds have been known to lie dormant 
for many years, but when sown at last under 
favourable conditions they have sprung quickly 
into leaf and flower. The latent faculty of clair- 
voyance is very like those seeds. 

It is often difficult to determine whether a vision 
relates to the past, present or future, but if I see a 


vision as in the distance I invariably find that it 


ГА 
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belongs to the future; if it is near I take it as past 
or present, but I find it best to rely upon my 
intuitive senses, which, being a psychic faculty, is 
rarely deceived. 

You may find after gazing some time that the 
crystal will begin to appear as of a milky or cloudy 
colour, and perhaps you may see nothing but little 
white looking clouds for a week, but try again. By 
and bye you will doubtless see symbols and colours. 

I have found colours in clairvoyance and crystal- 
gazing very useful and true. For instance, if I see 
around my client or in the crystal a grey colour, 
I interpret that as indicating trouble, and I am 
invariably right. In the same way Red means 
quick temper; Pink, gentleness; Deep Blue, good 
success; Light Blue, purity and goodness; Black, 
sorrow; Brown, wickedness; Orange, illness (if 
very deep), ambition; and Green, mental worry. 

Such symbols were the original form of recording 
and communicating ideas among the ancients. No 
definite rules can be laid down as to their interpreta- 
tion. The clairvoyant should be her own interpreter, 
judging from her own experience, as the same symbol 


may have different meanings to different clairvoyants. 


= 
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This may possibly arise from the difference in 
individual temperament and organisation. 

If you are crystal-gazing for the benefit of 
another person you must hold the person's hand, 
or something he or she has worn or handled; in 
the same way, if you wish to see or know of someone 
in whom you are interested, then take something 
that person has worn in your left hand while holding 
the crystal in your right. 

You should never wash the crystal and should 
not allow all comers to handle it. The crystal 
must nevertheless be kept clean and bright by 
polishing it with a clean wash-leather and keeping 
it in a wash-leather bag. 

А good crystal should be at least 23 inches—a 
3% inch one is much better. A very small crystal 
is injurious to the eyes. I once heard an apparently 
educated man say he thought a five-shilling glass 
ball, or an air or billiard ball would do as well as a 
three or five guinea crystal. But this is not so, as 
there is no magnetism in glass. 

Some time ago I was asked by a young lady to 
use the crystal for her. The first thing I saw was 


the face of a man, whom I described, giving the 
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shape of his face and the colour of his eyes and 
hair. I then tried to describe the expression of his 
face, but could only say it was very comical. Next 
I saw and described the face of a white haired lady 
whom my client recognised as her mother. After 
that I saw a house in the country which my client 
recognised as her home. The scene then changed 
and I saw my client at the altar in her wedding- 
gown, then the sea and the statue of Liberty outside 
New York Harbour. My client was "both amused 
and pleased. She told me that the man I described 
was her fiancé, that he was one of our well-known 
comedians, and she was then buying her trousseaux 
at Swan & Edgar's in Piccadilly. She also told me 
that she was going with her husband to New York 
soon after her marriage. 

The following case of Crystal-gazing is recorded 
by Light. 

It occurred at Longford, Lord Radnor's place 
near Salisbury, and the narrator is Sir J oseph Barnby, 
the well-known musician, who was on a visit to 
Longford :— 

“Опе more incident in connection with the 


extraordinary powers of this young lady remains 
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to be noted. Whilst looking in her crystal during 
one of the days I spent at Longford, she described, 
amongst a number of things unnecessary to mention, 
a room which appeared to her to be a bedroom. 
She appeared to be viewing the room from just 
outside the open door, for she said: ‘If there be a 
bed in the room it must be behind the door on the 
left;' in any case, the room was a. long one and 
the end of it was occupied by a large window which 
formed the entire end of the room. She added: 
“There is a lady in the room, drying her hands on a 
towel' She described the lady as tall, dark, slightly 
foreign in appearance and with rather “ап air' about 
her. This described with such astonishing accuracy 
my wife, and the room she was then occupying at 
an hotel at Eastbourne, that I was impelled to ask 
for particulars as to dress, etc. She stated that the 
dress was of serge with a good deal of braid on the 
bodice and a strip of braid down one side of the 
skirt. This threw me off the scent, as before I had 
started for Longford my wife had expressed regret 
that she had not a serge dress with her. My 
astonishment, therefore, was great on returning to 


Eastbourne to find my wife wearing a serge dress 
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exactly answering to the description given above. 
The sequel to this incident comes some sixteen 
months later on, when my wife and I attended a 
performance given by the Magpie Minstrels (a 
society of musical amateurs) at Princes Hall, 
Piccadilly. We arrived early, and after placing my 
wife in a seat I moved about the room speaking 
to friends here and there. In the course of ten 
minutes or so, Lady Radnor and Miss A entered 
the room. During the greetings which ensued Miss 
A called my attention to a standing figure, saying: 
*You will remember my seeing a lady in her bed- 
room while looking in my crystal: that is the lady 
I saw.’ That was my wife! I need only add that 


she had never seen my wife. 
* ТозЕРН BARNBY.” 


Lady Barnby corroborates this account in the 


following letter:— 


“9, St. George's Square, S.W. 
Saturday, November 12th, 1892. 


*'This account about me and my dress is 


remarkable as being out of the general course of 
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things in this way: I had been remarking to Sir 
Joseph that it was a mistake to come to the sea- 
side without a serge dress, that being a material 
particularly suited for wear at the seaside, but I 
added: ‘I do not think there is much use in 
ordering one now, as Madame D will be gone for 
holiday, it being August. Sir Joseph left the next 
day for Longford, and I wrote to Madame D, 
telling her to make me this gown. She got the 
letter Tuesday, August 13th, 1889, and in the 
marvellously short time by Saturday I received my 
gown. Then again, it is not usual in an hotel 
to have one's bedroom door open when one is 
occupying the room, but the reason for it on this 
occasion was the fact that I was to meet Sir 
Joseph on his return from  Longford (Tuesday, 
August 20th), as a suvprise in this new serge gown, 
and having no clock in our bedroom, which was 
at the end of the corridor, with my daughter's 
room at an angle to ours, where she slept with 
her maid, I— thinking I was somewhat late for 
meeting the train—opened the door to call to the 
maid to tell me the time as I washed my hands, 


standing at the wash-hand-stand in a line with 
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the open door. I do not suppose I have ever done 
such a thing at an hotel before or since. 


* EprrH Mary BARNBY.” 


Mr. Andrew Lang, in his introduction to a 
book on Crystal Gazing (by Mr. Thomas), tells of 
Mr. Balfour, the late Prime Minister, seeing in a 


crystal. He says :— 


“T lent the ball to Miss Balfour, who only then 
saw, I think, an old-fashioned piece of furniture. 
Her brother laughed at her, and took the ball into 
his study, when he returned, looking perplexed. 
He admitted that he had seen a person whom he 
knew, under a lamp. This was about 5 p.m., on a 
Sunday, at St. Andrews. He would find out on 
Tuesday, he said, whether he had seen right or 
wrong. Miss Balfour told me this. On Tuesday, 
Mr. Balfour met, at a dance in Edinburgh, a lady— 
Miss Grant. ‘On Sunday, at five o’clock,’ he said, 
‘you were seated under a standard lamp, making 
tea. A man in blue serge was beside you; his back 
was towards me. I saw the tip of his moustache. 
You wore a dress (described) that I have never 


seen you wearing.’ 


G 
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* Were the blinds up?' asked the lady. 'I don't 
know; I was at St. Andrews, said Mr. Balfour. 
The lady said the facts were correct, and she and 
Mr. Balfour wrote out and signed a report of the 
incident. I had heard Miss Balfour's account of 
the person seen under the lamp before I learned 
the conclusion of the story. Not long afterwards 
Mr. Balfour lunched with me. We spoke of Miss 
X (Miss Goodrich-Freer) and her experiments, on 
the links before luncheon. Afterwards, in my 
study, Mr. Balfour, who was smoking, gazed into 
a glass bowl of water. He saw as much of a 
house as you see from the hall. The arrangement, 
as to flooring, doors, windows and staircase, was of 
a kind unknown to both of us. A white Persian 
cat, in the picture, walked down the stairs. The 
picture lasted long, and I made several changes in 
the lighting of the room. When I drew down the 
blind the picture remained, but the large window 
opposite the front door, in the crystal picture of 
the house, disappeared. I happened later to meet 
Miss Goodrich-Freer, whom Mr. Balfour had never 
seen in his life, and told her what he had beheld. 
‘My house, my Persian cat!’ said the lady. I had 
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never been in this house, but visited it on my 
return to town.” 

Mr. Balfour’s description of what he saw in 
the picture was absolutely correct, but the Persian 
cat was out. His existence, however, is amply 
attested. 


HE VALUE OF 
CLAIRVOY- 
ANCE, ETC, IN 
THE AFFAIRS OF 
LIFE. 


CHAPTER IV. 


The Value of Clairvoyance, etc., in the 
Affairs of Life. 


BOUT two years ago, when giving a sitting 

to a young medical gentleman, I described 

to him a lady and gentleman, whom he recognised 
as his aunt and uncle. He told me that he had 
been staying with them, but his uncle had been 
very ill, and naturally he was thinking a good 
deal about them. Of course, he supposed that I 
was reading his thoughts, and was thus able to 
describe his uncle so vividly. then described 
to him a young lady whom he did not know, 


although it seemed to me he was engaged to her. 
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He thought it rather a good joke, for he was not 


engaged, nor was ever likely to be, he said; and,as . 


for marrying—well—his profession was his “all in 
all" So he said. But five months afterwards he 
came to see me, accompanied by the veritable 
young lady I had described to him five months 
before! She was his bride; and even if my first 
descriptions were the result of telepathy, I think 
any fair-minded person would admit that the latter 
part was not telepathy, but clairvoyant prevision. 
A few years ago a young girl of twenty came 
to consult me. I immediately felt sensations of 
great trouble, and as if I was in serious danger. 
I clairvoyantly saw my client walking on the edge 
of a precipice, and a woman’s arm stretched out 
to save her. My client recognised her mother. 
I told her that she was in some great peril, and 
begged her to go at once and make a confidant 
of her mother. After some hesitation she promised 
me she would go to see her mother on that very 
day. Some weeks afterwards her mother came to 
see me and to thank me. She told me that her 


daughter was married at the age of seventeen to 


a man more than twice her age, who left her at’ 
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the church door. Нег husband had been in India 
for three years, and in the meantime, before con- 
sulting me, she had fallen in love with a gentleman 
about her own age. She had decided to go off 
with this man, when something made her come in 
to see me, with the result that she was led to take 
a saner view of her responsibilities. 

Some time ago a lady came to me for a 
sitting. I began to feel very sad and unhappy, 
and I described a young girl about sixteen years 
of age, with a lovely face, pure and good. I gave 
the colour of hair and shape of nose and face 
generally, and spoke of a mole on the forehead. 
My client exclaimed: “ You are describing my dear 
little daughter whom I lost six years ago. I have 
never been happy since, nor ever shall be again; 
but she was only a child of ten years when she 
died.” It was a great comfort to that lady to be 
made to realise that her dear one was still so 
near to her. I found afterwards she had written 
in my book: “She has told me much to brighten 
my hitherto sad life.” 

This incident reminded me of Longfellow’s 


verses in his poem on “ Resignation” :— 
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“Not as а child shall we again behold her; 
For when with raptures wild 
In our embraces we again enfold her 


She will not be a child; 


But a fair maiden, in her Father’s mansion, 
Clothed with celestial grace ; 
And beautiful with all the soul’s expansion 


Shall we behold her face.” 


A lady lately came for a sitting, and after I 
had given her some description of various people 
and things, the lady took from her finger a ring, 
asking what I could tell her about it. As soon as 
I took the ring and had placed it at the back of 
my neck, I began to feel a horrible sensation—a 
mixture of anger and pain in the head, with a 
feeling of not knowing quite what I was doing. 
I then began to feel very hot, and got the 
impression that I was in India. I saw people 
dressed in white clothing, and I seemed to be 
inside a temple. I saw priests and idols. The 
priests were dressed in flowing robes, and were 
intellectual-looking men. Then I saw a tall mili- 


{ату - looking person. That vision passed. I next 
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saw and described the same man getting out of a 
window in his night attire. He fell, and I felt 
that he had been nearly killed. I told the lady 
he had committed suicide. My client told me the 
ring had been made in India for the gentleman 
of whom I had given an accurate description, and 
that she had been engaged to be married to him. 
On his return to England he was very ill, and, 
in а fit of delirium, he had thrown himself out 
of a window. He had died six months later in 
a large London Hospital, the name of which my 
client gave. I got an impression that that ring 
would always bring bad luck. The Orientals place 
great significance on the influence of precious 
stones, and usé them in their religious exercises. 
Each stone has a significance of its own, and it is 
a common idea among them that when one of 
these stones is lost, it brings misfortune to the 
person who finds it. The Hindoos are great 
mystics, and the idea came to me that at some 
time or another that stone had belonged to the 
temple I clairvoyantly saw. I did not warn my 
client, nor tell her my impressions with regard to 


the ring, and I regretted not having done so; but 
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when she paid me another visit in the course of a 
week, I advised her not to wear it, as I felt con- 
vinced it would bring her bad luck. She then 
told me that the gentleman who had given it to 
her never had a day's good luck after wearing it, 
and she herself had not enjoyed a moment's peace 
since placing it upon her finger. 

Many historic stones have undoubtedly brought 
bad luck to their owners. The largest cut diamond 
in the world is the Orloff diamond which adorns 
the Czar's sceptre. It was stolen from the eye of 
an Indian idol, and I am sure my readers will 
agree with me that the Czar has been having 
quite enough of bad luck. This may, of course, 
only be coincidence, or it may be a fact of pregnant 


importance. 


It is well known that our Royal Family are 


great believers in the occult, and everyone knows 


of the tears shed by our ever lamented Queen 
Victoria over the death of the medium who had 
given her the opportunity of communicating with 
the Prince Consort. It is needless to add that our 
late Queen was a woman of sound common-sense. 


There are other royal personages who possess the 
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gift themselves. “Prince Charles of Denmark,” 
says Vanity Fair, “is looked upon as something of 
a clairvoyant in the Danish Royal Family. He 
foretold the birth of the Czars four daughters to 
the infinite chagrin of the Czarina, who was con- 
soled, however, by the prediction that the longed- 
for heir would follow his little sisters.” 

Some time ago I gave a sitting to a well- 
known man, and described a scene in India, adding 
that the natives appeared to me to be of a most 
villainous type. I described one man in the act of 
trying to take my client’s life. In the next scene 
I saw him surrounded by firemen. I then saw 
my client between a man, whom I was impressed 
was a great personage, and an assassin. I was 
afterwards told that the great personage was a 
Royal Prince. I then saw some papers, which 
seemed to me to confer some sort of distinction. 
My client told me that he had charge of a prison 
in India, and the villainous-looking man I had 
described had twice attempted to take his life. 
He went on to say that after that he took charge 
of an English Fire Brigade, and said that his 


name had been down on the list for honours. He 
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had also saved the life of one of our soldier 
Princes. 

I know personally the lady palmist who fore- 
told the death of Edward Terris three days before 
he was murdered (in 1893), and the same lady 
foretold (some months before it took place) the 
tragic death of General Boulanger. 

At a spiritualistic meeting in London about 
six months before the Servian Massacre a medium 
was handed a letter from King Alexander, and she 
saw and described the dreadful scene exactly as it 
occurred six months later. Although no notice 
was taken of this prediction at the time it was 
uttered, Mr. Stead told a friend of mine that this 
clairvoyant had been very unsuccessful all the 
afternoon, and that was the reason no record was 
taken of such an extraordinary prediction. 

Sir Walter Besant once told in the Queen the 
following story of a different class, which, how- 
ever, may interest my readers as it shows a very 
practical result from an occult happening :— 

“There was a certain Captain Blomberg, of 
regiment unknown, on active service in America. 


Five or six of his brother officers (he being engaged 
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on duty two hundred miles away) were dining 
together. The door was opened and Captain 
Blomberg appeared, to everybody's surprise. With- 
out speaking he walked in, and sat down in а 
vacant chair. They all asked him how he came 
there. To their questions he made no reply; then 
one of them said: ‘Blomberg, are you mad?’ On 
this he rose and replied: *When you go back to 
London take my son to the Queen and beg her 
to be his protector. This said, he walked out of 
the room as he had come in. A few days after- 
wards the news came that he had been killed in 
action on the very day and at the same hour of 
his appearance. It is pleasing to record that the 
Queen, on whose favour the gallant officer may 
have had some claim, did protect the son, who 
became Chaplain-in- Ordinary to Her Majesty, 
Deputy Clerk to the King's Closet, Canon Resi- 
dentiary of St. Paul's, and Vicar of St. Giles’, 
Cripplegate." 

A lady came to me in November, 1904. That 
was some time before the terrible Black; Sunday 
in Russia when the serious internal troubles of 


that country began. I described a gentleman to 
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the lady whom she recognised, also a street and 
peculiar buildings in it. I told her I saw this 
gentleman go into one of these buildings in which 
he had some interest, and I advised her to write 
to him at once to withdraw whatever interest he 
had there. She told me I had described her 
husband who was then in St. Petersburg, and that 
he had some £800 ог / доо in a bank there, which 
might well be the building I had described. She 
came to me again and said she had written to 
her husband who had taken my advice and with- 
drawn his money. She told me she was going to 
join her husband there, but I told her she would 
not do so. Later she came to tell me that her 
husband had written saying that he did not think 
it right for her to go there in view of the revo- 
lutionary disturbances which had broken out and 
consequently she did not go. 

A well-known American authoress came to me 
with her daughter about the same time. I described 
a man to her, and advised her to have nothing 
whatever to do with him. If she did, I said, she 
would be robbed. She said she did not know the 


man described, and if there was such a person he 
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would have to get up very early in the morning 
to succeed in robbing her. She was a smart 
American lady, and laughed at the mere suggestion. 
About twelve months later she came in to tell me 
that she had met a gentleman to whom she had 
entrusted £800 to invest for her. Нег daughter 
had reminded her that the gentleman was very like 
the description I had given her, and told her to 
beware. But she took no notice, entrusted the 
gentleman with the money and lost every cent. 
The gentleman had really got up much too early 
in the morning for this smart lady, who would 
have saved her money had she taken my advice. 
In the month of January, 1906, a gentleman 
came to me, and as soon as he sat down I began 
to shiver with cold, and I told him I saw him in 
strange surroundings, covered with mud and blood, 
surrounded by gaunt haggard-looking men. I said 
I felt miserably cold, and whatever this condition 
of his might be he must give it up as it had 
nearly killed him. But I added that I saw he was 
not going into these surroundings again, but was 
going to do something with machinery as I could 


hear the noise of the wheels. Then I described a 


H 
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lady to him, and said: “1 like this girl; she is 
nice." He said simply: “So do І” I said: “You 
will marry her.” He answered: “I am afraid there 
is no such good luck for me.” I said: “ Write 
her.” He said; “She is across on the other side.” 
“Yes,” I said, “Г сап see the sea. But you will 
marry her.” “ №; I don't think so.” As he rose 
to go, I said: “There is a cable; why don’t you 
cable?” “Yes,” he said, “there is a cable.” Then 
he told me that he had been a war correspondent 
on one of the American newspapers, and had been 
all through the war in Manchuria, where he had 
truly been covered with mud and blood, and accom- 
panied by gaunt and haggard Russian soldiers. 
He was now going into business; I think he said 
in the motor-car line. As he went out he laughed 
and said: “I am going to use that cable!” Six 
months passed. Two ladies came in, really nice 
American ladies, and as soon as they sat down I 
said to one of them: “I have seen you before.” 
She said: “Oh, no! I have never been in Europe 
before;" and I said: “I have never been out of 
Europe, but I seem to know you.” She sat down 


and I described a gentleman whose name I gave as 
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John. Then I saw her in a very handsome dress 
and asked if she was going to be presented at 
Court. She didn’t think so, she said, and I said, 
“The dress shows me either a presentation or a 
wedding; it is very elaborate.” Then I went on 
to speak of the gentleman I had described and 
said he would have a political career, and that 
something in connection with this would happen 
in September. Then I heard a movement behind 
the screen and I pushed it aside and saw the 
American gentleman who had visited me in 
January. He laughed and told me he had used 
the cable and that he and the young lady I had 
recognised (having seen her clairvoyantly and 
described her to him at his former visit) were 
going to be married in the following year. He 
said I was right about the politics as he was 
going to begin his canvas for his political position 
in September. When my happy visitor left, I 
thought my little hint about the cable had not 
been at all amiss for these two young people. 

Two years ago, in the month of September, a 
lady came to me in great distress. She said her 


brother had disappeared and she felt sure he was 


IOO THE VALUE OF CLAIRVOYANCE, ETC., 


dead. I said to her: “He is not dead. You will 
hear from him or see him on the 7th of next 
month." She said: “I am afraid you only say 
that to comfort me;" but I said: “I just tell 
you what I feel to be true." I said I saw her 
brother alive and he seemed to be surrounded by 
bananas, and rather funny in his head. I had a 
very nice letter from this lady, dated the 7th of 
October, saying that her brother had returned from 
America, where he had tried to make some business 
arrangements with fruit growers. She thanked me 
for my sympathy, but what I told her did not spring 
from sympathy at all; it was merely one of those 
comforting messages which a kind Providence often 
gives through the channel of clairvoyant mediums. 

In the beginning of last year (1906) a lady 
called and said something very important had been 
lost; could I help her? I described some old 
prints and manuscripts, and she said the prints 
were very valuable, and as her father had died 
their disappearance was causing a great deal of 
trouble in the family. She thought they must 
have been stolen or mislaid as they could not be 


found anywhere. I described a curious old bureau 
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with a glass top, and told her she would find the 
missing articles in it. Three or four days later, 
I had a letter from the lady saying she had found 
the manuscripts and prints where I had told 
her she would; and had thus cleared up a very 
troublesome matter for her. 

Some little time ago, a lady's maid came in 
looking very festive and very pleased. She brought 
a lady friend with her to have clairvoyance, and 
as they talked, out fell a lot of confetti from her 
dress. She said: “1 came to see you nine months 
ago with my sister and you told her she would 
be married within a year; although she was not 
then engaged, and had no prospect of such an 
event, we have just been to the wedding and seen 
her off at Charing Cross for her honeymoon." 
Such previsions always seem to be welcome; but, 
unfortunately, young ladies’ wedding days are not 
always within the circle of the coming year for us 
to see. We can only see what we can see. 

A lady came in to me one morning with a 
letter, and said she wanted to know where the 
writer was and what he was doing. I described 


to her a large hotel facing a Square, and told her 
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how to go to it, and said I felt the gentleman 
was there getting over a drinking bout. I advised 
her to leave him alone as he would probably 
come round all right. After lunch she returned 
and told me she had discovered the man at the hotel 
I had directed her to; that he was a very clever 
writer, and that he had gone there to keep out of 
the way while he recovered from an overdose of 
Bacchanalian festivity. This lady was not three 
minutes in our place before she got her clue, and 
she seemed much relieved on her return that 
the mystery of her friend's disappearance was so 
speedily at an end. 

Some time ago a lady called to see me. She 
said her son had previously seen me and I had told 
him he would fail in an examination he was pre- 
paring for, but not to be disheartened as he would 
pass it very soon afterwards. I had described to 
him an old man who would worry him very much 
at his first attempt. When the youth got back to 
Greenwich he had told the cadets about the old 
man who was to worry him, and they recognised 
him though he himself had never seen him. Не 


went in for his examination, was “ploughed” by 
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the old gentleman described, but sat again in three 
weeks time and passed. The mother now wanted 
some information for herself, and I described what 
seemed to be a great boulder of earth but very 
gritty. I also got the impression of something 
exceedingly heavy underneath the boulder. I then 
described a man and gave his name, and warned 
her against doing any business with him as it 
would not be good for her. She said she knew 
the man, that spar had been found on an estate 
she had, that it was hoped lead would be found, 
and that the man described wanted to buy the 
estate and all its rights. I have not heard whether 
or not my advice was taken. 

A little man came in to see me one day and 
first arranged with me that if I was unable to get 
into his conditions I should not give him a sitting, 
another way of saying—No results, no pay! which, 
I think my readers will admit, showed him to be 
a very careful and cautious man of business. I 
made no demur but immediately got to work to 
try and earn a fee so tantalisingly dangled in front 
of me, but which was to be at once out of my 


reach if I should try to grasp it without first 
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‘giving its value! І described to him а man who, 
I said, looked like a Jew, and was a very wealthy 
man. I told my client he would do business with 
this man to the extent of many thousands of 
pounds and that he would clear four figures for 
himself out of the transaction, by which I meant 
not less than a thousand pounds. I then described 
another man of the Jewish type. My client 
admitted that he knew both men, but as he had 
to choose between the two in the transaction he 
contemplated he wanted advice. I said “Опе of 
them has a squint in his left eye. That is the 
man with whom you will be successful" I told 
him he would go on a journey on the following 
Wednesday, travel all night to a place I described, 
and transact that business. The little man then 
drew forth a packet of very valuable and lovely 
diamonds, saying he was a diamond merchant, and 
that he was starting for Antwerp, a city such as 
I had described, on Wednesday night, where he 
would do the business. I have had no further 
communication from him, but I think I ought to 
add that I had the satisfaction of seeing him put 
my trifling fee ungrudgingly on the table before 


he went off to scoop his four figures. Tantalus on 
this occasion was not tempted in vain! 

A lady came to me in October of last year 
(1906) to whom I described a spirit form and gave 
her a name: My client said the name and descrip- 
tion were those of her daughter. I said I had the 
impression that her daughter had passed over 
before she wanted to, and that really she ought 
not to have died. My client said: “ How did she 
die?" And I replied: *I get the feeling of being 
smothered.” Then she asked: “Is the spirit friendly 
disposed towards me?” And I replied: “I get the 
feeling from her of great love and great regard 
towards you.” The mother then said it was she 
who had persuaded her daughter to come to her 
on a visit at the time she had, and she who had 
advised her to return on the ill-fated steamer St. 
Hilda which went down about a year ago, carry- 
ing so many to a watery grave. These memories 
caused her painful regrets, but she was truly 
comforted at learning how her daughter still 
lovingly regarded her. 

On one occasion a lady who came to consult 


my husband was accompanied by a gentleman, her 
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brother, who seemed very restless while waiting 
for her, and not at all interested in the morning 
paper which was at his disposal. I offered him 
a crystal with which to amuse himself. But he 
waived it away ; he did not believe in such non- 
sense! I asked him if he had made a deep study 
of the subject, then; and was surprised to be 
informed that he did not know anything at all 
about it. As a little test, I described to him a 
person in whose arms was an infant in long clothes. 
He said: “Oh, you have described my uncle who 
has just come to town to christen my first-born.” 
I said: “ Не may be your uncle and he is evidently 
a parson; but he is surely disreputable, for I see 
him going into a prison." He then told me that 
he was the chaplain of a well-known county gaol, 
and that it was he who had got a notorious 
murderer (whom he named) to confess on the 
gallows. I think he ought really to believe a little 
"in such nonsense.” Perhaps he does, now he 
knows something about it. 

A very dark-complexioned young man, an 
Indian, came in one day, and I described a number 


of people to him who were in or out of the flesh, 
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and I added peculiar names and initials which 
came to me. Among others, I described his father, 
who had been dead many years, and told him the 
nature of his fatal illness. I told him he had some 
interest in the British Government, and described 
a young man of thirty who had large tracts of 
land belonging to him, also a large quantity of 
jewellery which I could only describe as regal. 
My client said the description was a correct one 
of his brother, who was a reigning prince and 
possessed the finest collection of jewellery in India. 
He also said he recognised the people and places 
I had described. Не has been to me since and 
brought other friends, including the lady he is 
about to marry. 

An old client of mine, a lady, came to see 
me some time ago. Directly she sat down, I said I 
got with her a feeling of very great annoyance 
and anger. She said: “Yes.” I said: “It is some- 
thing about money, and I see £300 in question." 
She replied that she had been asked for that 
amount to satisfy an alleged debt of her late 
husband. I told her that she was on no con- 


sideration to part with one farthing of this money, 
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that the claim was a try-on, but that the case 
would be withdrawn. She came to me some time 
later, on a Monday, and said the case was to be 
tried on the following Wednesday. She said to 
me: “You have been very successful with me 
many times, but this time you really are wrong, 
for the case is not withdrawn." As she suffered 
from a spinal complaint, she told me she felt 
much inclined to pay the money rather than face 
the ordeal of going into court, but I begged her 
not to do so. On the following Friday she came 
to tell me that the case had been withdrawn 
within twenty-four hours of the time it was set 
down for trial. And thus it was she saved her 
money without having to endure the trying ordeal 
of fighting for it in a court of justice. 

Miss X, a well-known writer on occult research, 
narrated a story of the way in which she had passed 
an important Royal Academy Musical Examina- 
tion. She had not solved all the problems upon 
her paper, and particularly a passage in counter- 
point. While almost in despair over the possibility 
of completing her paper in this particular, and 


conscious that she was last in the: room, and that 
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the examiner was waiting, she happened to raise 
her eyes to the blank black-board near at hand, 
and there saw the passage of music in question 
perfectly harmonised. “So,” said Miss X, “I had 
nothing whatever to do but take my paper and 
copy it, though whether I had to thank my own 
sub-conscious memory or a telepathic impression I 
am unable to say; anyway, I gained considerable 
credit, whether honestly or not.” 

The Daily Mail, on the 26th August, 1903, 
contained the following paragraph relative to the 
lady doctor who had at that time mysteriously 
disappeared :— 

“A representative of the Daily Mail called on 
a well known clairvoyante yesterday, and, placing 
in her possession some articles worn by the missing 
doctor, was present at a seance, in which the lady 
in agitated tones followed in spirit the wanderings 
of Miss Hickman through a dark wood. She was 
weary, said the medium, walking slowly through 
a thick underbrush. Нег skirts were damp and 
bedraggled, and she was hungry, but she did not 
seem to mind. At last she came to a place where 


ran a rough road, overhung by a gnarled oak, and 
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there she fell fainting. Questioned by our repre- 
sentative, the clairvoyante said she thought the 
spot was in Kent, near Cookham. ‘I think she 
is dead,’ concluded the medium in tragic tones.” 
Miss Hickman’s body was found in thick under- 
brush at Richmond about two months later. 

Mrs. John Strange Winter, in Winter’s Weekly 
(May 5th, 1894), under the heading of * Editor's 
Thoughts,” thus expresses herself on the subject of 
clairvoyance :— 

"I must confess that I have a very strong 
belief in clairvoyance as shown in the natures of 
some people. Personally, I do not profess to have 
any gift in that way whatever; but on one occasion 
in my life I was, by some extraordinary means, 
enabled to look right into the heart of another 
person, and there, in the space of an instant, like 
a vision revealed on a dark night by lightning, I 
discovered something which had been kept from 
me for over six months. I boldly and instantly 
attacked that person with my suspicion, and so 
sudden was my assertion that he had apparently 
no will-power to prevent him from admitting the 


wrong which he had done. Now, I imagine this 
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to be very much the same power that is given to 
persons who are genuinely gifted with second sight. 
I never had such experience before, and it is more 
than probable that, however long I may live, I 
may never have the same experience again. And 
yet I shall always believe that it was one touch 
of clairvoyance which enabled me to clear up one of 
the greatest bitternesses that had evercome intomy life. 

“Now, as to the regular clairvoyant who uses 
his or her gifts for monetary considerations, the 
person who experiments with him or her must be 
very careful to distinguish between the real and the 
counterfeit. I have had, myself, several instances of 
the most extraordinary predictions by clairvoyants. 
On April 29th, 1891, I went, as a matter of pure 
joke, with two friends to see Nina Kennedy. At 
that time, Nina Kennedy had not become known 
in London. She had just begun her interviews at 
a place whose name I cannot remember, but which 
my readers will know as old Waterloo House. 
We gave no names; nobody announced us. I was 
the first person whom she saw that day, and she 
received me in a dark or, at all events, dusky sort 


of tent, and scarcely troubled to look at me at all. 
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“She laid her fingers, which were icy cold, on 
my wrist, and immediately told me many details 
about my past which were only known to myself. 
One, in particular, she could not have learnt from 
anybody then known to me. She told me that I 
should receive a letter within forty-eight hours 
which would cause me great annoyance, and she 
advised me to wait, at least, a few days before I 
answered it. 

“The following day I did receive such a letter. 
It was one of the most impertinent I have ever 
seen, and my first instinct was to flatten the writer 
out, but remembering her advice, I did wait, and 
I never answered it. She then told me that a 
certain person, who was under great obligations 
to me and who was very dear to my life, was, 
while pretending to be a friend, in reality a great 
enemy, that she was trying to do me a great harm, 
and that I was to be careful of her. I found that 
to be true also, but I did not find it out for a 
couple of years, when, greatly to my consternation, 
I discovered that a friend to whom I had been an 
enormous help was doing all she could to damage 


me in all directions. 
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“She told me many other things equally 
wonderful; but the most wonderful of all was 
information about my eldest child, which im- 
pressed me so much that I wrote it down in order 
to be quite sure of what she said. These were 
her words: ‘There is a little child whose life is 
bound up in yours. She has a delicate colour 
which comes and goes, and strange lovely eyes. 
In about two years time she will have a desperate 
illness, but she will not die. You will save her 
life by using your own judgment against the 
advice of all around you.' 

* Besides this, she also told me a great deal 
more about my little daughter, which, as it is in 
the distant future, naturally I do not care to repeat 
now. I put the book in which I wrote down this 
prediction among other books in my study, and 
after a little time I completely forgot that Nina 
Kennedy had made any such prediction. Certainly, 
when the desperate illness from which my little 
girl suffered last winter came upon her, I gave not 
the slightest thought to it. It was as completely 
gone from my mind as if it had never taken place, 


and it was not until she was well and about 


I 
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again, and my husband over the worst of his 
illness, that, in searching for a quotation one day, 
I happened to open this very book at the place 
where I had set down Nina Kennedy's extraordinary 
prediction. That must have been about two months 
after Blaufie was so dangerously ill. 

* Now, the most extraordinary thing is this, 
that on the day when the doctor told me positively 
that I must make up my mind to lose her, if not 
immediately, at least at no distant period, he left 
a last insistent order which was to be implicitly 
obeyed until his return in the evening. I was 
nearly out of my mind with anxiety and distress, 
but I flatly and absolutely disobeyed that order, 
and strangely enough there is no reasonable doubt 
that by taking the course I did I absolutely saved 
my child’s life. The nurse, then with me, said to 
me at the time: ‘As her nurse I dared not disobey 
a strict order of the doctor’s, but as her mother I 
would do what you are doing under the circum- 
stances.’ Now, is not this a clear evidence of this 
very extraordinary power of the second sight, or 
clairvoyance, of looking ahead into the dim and 


distant future? At all events, it is so to my mind. 
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"I know that many people may say that it 
is wicked to try to pierce the veil which hangs 
ever before our eyes, that it is better for people not 
to know the troubles and trials which are coming 
to them, that they may fret over them and expect 
them and so be less able to meet them when they 
actually come, and yet, although I had been 
sufficiently impressed to write that prediction down, 
I can honestly say that it never once occurred to 
my mind until some two months after the event 
which it foretold had actually happened. If I had 
happened to remember Nina Kennedy’s prediction, 
I should certainly not have been deterred from 
carrying out the child's wishes and my own judg- 
ment at the moment. Indeed, if I had been of a 
hesitating character — which I am not—the fact 
that the prediction had been made to me would 
certainly have helped me to take the course which, 
although I believed it to be right, was against the 
express orders of the doctor. 

“I am telling you all this, my readers, because 
I do not want you to think that I am writing *A 
Seventh Child' in any frivolity of spirit." 


Lord Ronald Gower, in his book on * Joan of 
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Arc,” gives the following historic instances of the 
maid's pre-knowledge of events that came to pass 
afterwards. Опе of these occurred during her 
movements in and about Orleans, when, with that 
marvellous skill (which, it is needless to add, she 
had never learnt in warfare), she was directing the 
French troops against the English barricades, but 
they had to cease work on account of the growing 
darkness :— 

“The day was closing, and the attack on the 
Tournelles had to be deferred for that evening. 
That night Joan of Arc said to her almoner: 'Rise 
early to-morrow, for we shall have a hard day's 
work before us. Keep close to me, for I shall have 
much to do, more than I have ever had to do yet. 
I shall be wounded; my blood will flow.’” 

This prophetic speech of the maid is among 
the most curious facts relating to her life; for not 
only did she, during her trial at Rouen, tell her 
judges that she knew she would be wounded on 
that day, and even knew the position beforehand 
of the wound, but that she had known it would 
occur a long time before, and had told the King 
about it. A letter is extant in the Public Library 
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at Brussels, written on April 22nd, 1429, by the 
Sire de Rotslaer, dated from Lyons, in which 
Joan’s prophecy regarding her wound is mentioned. 
This letter was written fifteen days before the 
date—May 7th—of the engagement when the event 
occurred. А fac-simile of the passage appears in 
the illustrated edition of Wallon’s “Life of Joan 
of Arc.” 

Another instance was on the march to Rheims 
with the King, when much fighting had to be 
done, fighting in which Joan was always to the 
fore. The royal troops had reached Jargeau, then 
occupied by the English, who had to be dislodged. 
She insisted on beginning the attack at nine in the 
morning, to which Alençon objected ; but Joan told 
him it was God’s will that it should be so. 

* Had she," she asked Alencon, “ever given him 
reason to doubt her word?” And she reminded 
him how she had promised his wife to bring him 
(Alençon) back safe and sound from this expedition. 
Joan seems throughout that day’s fighting to have 
watched over the Duke’s safety with anxious care; 
at one hour of the day she bade him leave a 


position from which he was watching an attack, 
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as she told him that if he remained longer in Ша! 
place he would get slain from some catapult or 
engine, to which she pointed on the walls. Hardly 
had the Duke left the spot when a Seigneur de 
Lude was struck and killed by a shot from the 
very engine about which Joan had warned Alençon. 

During her trial at Rouen, she was questioned 
as to the letter she had sent to the English before 
Orleans. She retracted nothing regarding this 
letter, and declared that the English would, ere 
seven more years were passed from that time, give 
a more striking proof of their loss of power in 
France than that which they had shown before 
Orleans. This was said in 1429 and in 1436 Paris 
opened its gates to Charles, and shortly afterwards 
all the English possessions in France were lost, 
except Calais. 

It is historic how Joan of Arc raised the seige 
of Orleans; how she took Charles to his coronation 
in Rheims, and (to their everlasting shame) how 
the English burnt her after her own countrymen 
had betrayed her. Poor Joan! She was only 19. 
She had visions and heard voices, and although 


she was so successful, they said she must be mad! 


There are many bigots to-day who would like to 
burn all those who have visions, etc., although 
they often comfort the weak and help the weary. 
Lord Ronald Gower’s book contains a full and 
graphic account of Joan’s interrogatory at the time 
of her trial Cauchon was Bishop of Beauvais; 
Beaupére was Canon of Bescanon and also a 
member of the Tribune. 

* When did you first hear the voices?” asked 
Beaupére. 

“I was thirteen," answered Joan, “when I first 
heard a voice coming from God to help me to live 
well. That first time I was much alarmed. The 
voice came to me about mid-day; it was in the 
summer and I was in my father’s garden.” 

Beaupére: “Was the voice accompanied by a 
bright light?” 

Joan: “Seldom did I hear it without seeing a 
bright light. The light came from the same side 
as did the voice, and it was generally very brilliant. 
When I came into France I often heard the voices 
very loud.” 

“What,” next asked Beaupére, “did you think this 


voice which manifested itself to you sounded like?” 
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Joan: “It seemed to me a very noble voice, 
and I think it was sent to me by God. When I 
heard it for the third time I recognised it as being 
the voice of an angel." 

Beaupére: “Could you understand it?" 

Joan: “It was always quite clear, and I could 
easily understand it." 

Beaupére: “ What advice did it give you re- 
garding the salvation of your soul?" 

Joan: “It told me to conduct myself well, to 
attend the services of the church regularly, and it 
told me that it was necessary that I should go to 
France." 

Beaupére: “In what manner of form did the 
voice appear?” 

Joan: *As to that I will give you no answer." 

Beaupére: “ Did that voice solicit you often?” 

Joan: “It said to me two or three times a 
week, ‘Leave your village and go to. France.’” 

Beaupére then questioned her as to her going 
to Vaucouleurs and her recognition of Baudricourt 
though she had never seen him. Said Beaupére: 
“ How, then, did you recognise him?” 


Joan: *I knew him through my voices. They 


said to me, ‘This is the man,’ and I said to him, 
‘I must go to France.’ Twice he refused to listen 
to me. The third time he received me. The voices 
had told me this would happen." 

In the same way with regard to the King:— 

Beaupére: * Who pointed out the King to 
you?" 

Joan: “When I entered the chamber I re- 
cognised the King from among all the others, my 
voices having revealed him to me. I told the 
King that I wished to go and make war on the 
English." 

In conclusion, I may be permitted to give an 
historical example of the practical value of clair- 
voyance which I humbly commend to the careful 
consideration of Lord Northcliffe. On July 6th, 
1900, the Daily Mail startled this country by news 
which it described as a “cablegram of awful 
import," from their special correspondent, “а gentle- 
man of distinction, with unequalled sources of 
information," and the Editor of the Mail endorsed 
the message by saying "there is, we fear, only too 
much reason for our correspondent's suggestion that 


the greatest tragedy of the century has been con- 
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summated." The news included the following 
sentences: “I have no hesitation in stating that 
crimes—including, I believe, the murder of all the 
European Ministers and officiale—have been com- 
mitted at Pekin, at which when the facts are 
known, the whole civilised world will stand 
aghast . . . . The ‘official information,’ when it 
comes, may include the awful story of outraged 
women and tortured children, and the public 
execution in the streets of Pekin of even women 
and children, a story of frightful atrocity which 
will shock Europe . . . . In fact, it may be almost 
taken for granted that the whole of the foreigners 
in Pekin have been completely wiped out." 

The Daily Mail kept serving up its messages 
of horror and sensation every morning. Оп July 
13th, it reported that “the only two uncaptured 
Legations, the British and the Russian, were 
attacked on the evening of July 6th in force . . .. 
The fighting, which was severe, lasted until seven 
next morning, by which time the destruction of the 
Legations was complete. All the foreigners were 
dead, while the streets around the Legations were 
full of the dead bodies of both foreigners and 
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Chinese.” On the 16th of July, “scare headings” 
in large type announced “The Pekin Massacre.” 
“ All White Men, Women, and Children put to the 
Sword.” “Awful Story of the 6th and 7th July.” 
This special message, the Editor boasts, “ travelled 
at the highest possible telegraphic cost, and reached 
us in almost record time," and adds: “It will be 
seen that the terrible story confirms in detail the 
Shanghai cablegram published exclusively (sic) in 
the Daily Mail of Friday last . . . . There can no 
longer be any doubt about the date on which this, 
the greatest tragedy of the century, was consum- 
mated.” Then its “special correspondent confirms 
absolutely and fully" his report that “оп the 
nights of July 6th and 7th all the British and 
Europeans were massacred." 

My readers may be able to imagine what 
sorrow and anguish was caused in the hearts and 
homes of those who had relatives in Pekin by 
these sensational and circumstantial reports. One 
lady, whose brother was an Attaché in the British 
Embassy at Pekin, came to me agonised and 
demented by these Daily Mail messages sent "at 
the highest possible telegraphic cost," saying she 
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felt quite sure the Europeans were all massacred, 
and spoke of the horrors of having their eyes 
gouged out, and so on. She came to me daily to 
receive my clairvoyant impressions of what was 
the true state of affairs in Pekin, and I told her 
consistently and firmly day by day that *I never 
could get them dead; I sensed them alive but in 
danger." I really believe that the comfort and 
assurance I was able to give this lady saved her 
reason. 

Well, who was correct, the Daily Mail with 
its “special correspondent" of distinction and its 
most expensive cablegrams, or the humble clair- 
voyant with only the gift God had given her of 
seeing or sensing things at a distance? Read the 
sequel— 

On July 24, the Daily Mail published the 
following :—“ The Exchange Telegraph Company 
last night received the following telegrams from 
Sir Halliday Macartney, of the Chinese Legation : 
‘Pekin Legations are safe, and about to proceed to 
Tientsin." The Editor of the Daily Mail was 
unbelieving and printed a note along with this 


message, saying— The evidence, so far, is over- 
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whelmingly in favour of the massacre" (!) Dr. 
Morrison, the Times correspondent, however, settled 
the matter once for all by a message sent from 
Pekin on July 21, a fortnight after the alleged 
wholesale massacre—‘ All the Ministers and the 
members of the Legation and their families are in 
good health, and the general health of the com- 


munity is excellent. We are contentedly awaiting 


relief." 
Thus ended the Daily Mail's “ greatest tragedy 
of the century"! Ара І feel it is unnecessary to 


punctuate how it provided an occasion for the 
useful exercise of clairvoyance, which was the only 
possible means available during that period of 
terrible suspense and gloom, of peering behind the 
vell and discrediting the Daily Mails false and 
blood-curdling reports. 

Lord Northcliffe has since then thought it 
becoming to prosecute us for exercising our gifts 
of clairvoyance and palmistry, though no one but 
his precious spies sent for the purpose of procuring 
evidence against us ever complained of our services, 
while many thousands had been grateful for benefit 


and comfort received through them. May I humbly 
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suggest that from his exalted position as a peer of 
the realm, the noble baron might now be usefully 
employed in introducing a bill in the House of 
Lords making it a punishable offence for news- 
paper proprietors to publish false imaginary news, 
causing such terrible sorrow, anguish, and suspense 
to many, and bringing no benefit to anybody so 
far as I can see, excepting to those few who reap the 


rich harvest of sensational journalism. 
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The following are а few from the many Press Opinions :— 


The Tribune, June 29th, 'o7, says—‘‘ Lovers of animals will be 
amused at ‘Mephistopheles.’ The story is told with humour 
and sympathy." 


Fur and Feather, June 28th, 'o7, зауз--“ This book has interested 
us immensely, and we anticipate a ready sale for it, It is brimful 
of humorous, spicy reading, from page to page." 


Sheffield Daily Telegraph.—‘‘In this little volume Keiro, the well- 
known writer on Palmistry and Clairvoyance, strikes a fresh vein. 
He gives us the history of his pet cat, ‘ Mephistopheles,’ otherwise 
“Међе. The preface of the book is an appeal for proper 
treatment for this much misunderstood animal, and the author 
deserves the thanks of all cat lovers for his true and kind words. 
The story itself is a delightful account of a perfectly delightful 
cat: he is the outcome of his upbringing, and such a pet as only 
the true cat lover could possess. The history and adventures will 
charm both young and old alike." 


Glasgow Herald, June 22nd, ?оў.—** А readable volume, that all 
children, and cat lovers, will enjoy." 


Scotsman, July 4th, *'07.—'* It is a capital story.” 


Western Daily Press, July 8th, 07.--“ The Author is evidently a 
lover and student of the habits of cats, and the book is eminently 
readable, being brimful of humorous adventures of a certain 
specimen of the feline race. It is illustrated by that entertaining 
delineator of cats, Mr. Louis Wain, and will be read with interest 
by all lovers of the household pet.” 


Belfast News Letter, July 4th, ’07.—‘‘The story is interesting and 
amusing, and will appeal to all cat lovers.” 


London Evening News, July roth, ?07.--“ The story is told with a 
good deal of wit and humour too; well written and full of 
amusing incident,” 


East Anglian Daily Times, July 8th, 207.--“ This ostensibly auto- 
biographical production irresistibly appeals to one because of the 
happy combination of Author and Artist. Keiro (Mr. C. Yates 
Stephenson), who is well known to the public by his standard 
works on Palmistry, is a great lover of cats, and has for many 
years made a special study of their life and habits; Mr. Louis 
Wain, who illustrates the work, is deservedly popular because of 
his delightful pictures of cats. To say that the illustrations are 
worthy of the text, should suffice to commend the book to cat 
lovers, and others, who can enjoy a pleasantly written life history 
of an animal. ‘Mephistopheles,’ the hero of this adventurous 
career, deserves his master's compliment, that he is the G.O.M. 
amongst cats. The story of his experiences is fascinating, not 
only because of the intimate knowledge of cat life displayed by 


the Author, but because of the vein of humour that illumines the 
pages. The illustrations are very charming." 


The Field, June 13th, ’07, says—** The story is told in a style that 


impresses one with the idea that facts are being related ; of course 
it has its humorous side, and is calculated to prove acceptable to 
lovers of the cat, both young and old. Louis Wain has supplied 
some characteristically good illustrations." 


Clarion, July 12th, "o7, says—‘‘ This book is confidently expected by 


its publishers to appeal to all cat lovers. We are bound to admit 
that we share this confidence. Its author, Mr. C. Vates Stephen- 
son, has won an independent fame as * Keiro,'the palmist. It is a 
simple stirring story ofa simple cat, —which is to say a cat ofsimple 
aspect—for no cat is simple of soul, much less this particular cat. 
There are a number of delightful cat pictures by Louis Wain.” 


Newcastle Chronicle, August 9th, ’07.—‘‘In ‘Mephistopheles’ 


(Jarrold and Son, 2s. 6d.) Mr, Charles Yates Stephenson, who 
under the nom de plume of * Keiro? is one of the best known 
writers on palmistry and clairvoyance, tells with great charm the 
life story of a tabby. ‘Keiro’ is evidently a great lover of cats, 
and the reader who shares Lord Roberts' opinion concerning the 
tribe will still find amusement in this graceful narrative. The 
illustrations are by Mr. Louis Wain and therefore excellent." 


The Road, August.—'**MEFHISTOPHELES, OR THE AUTOBIO- 


GRAPHY AND ADVENTURES OF A TABBY САТ,’ by Кепо 
(C. Y. Stephenson), illustrated by Louis Wain (2s. 6d., Jarrold and 
Sons) What this cat did, and how he did it, has made in the 
author's hands a most readable book, enhanced by Mr. Wain's 
clever drawings. It teems with interest, and is certain to please. 
А copy should be secured with the least possible delay." 


The Dundee Advertiser, July 13th, 'o7.—'*A pleasant book is 


* Mephistopheles: the Autobiography and Adventures of a Tabby 
Cat, Ьу Keiro (Mr. Charles Yates Stephenson), the author of 
‘Practical Palmistry, Clairvoyance, and Psychometry.’ Мейе’ 
is no cat of imagination, but an actual feline friend of the author, 
who has had him for eighteen years, and his autobiography will 
give pleasure to all cat lovers, and especially, perhaps, to children. 
An affectionate understanding and appreciation of the subtleties 
of cat nature are revealed in its pages; and the ‘adventures’ 
engaged in by the valorous * Meffie,’ his little naughtinesses, and 


clever ways are delightfully portrayed. The book is illustrated in The Latest and Standard Work on Palmistry. 
characteristic style by Louis Wain, and from photographs 


specially taken by the author. (London: Jarrold and Sons. 2s. 6d.) 


Publishers’ Circular, July 13th, 07. “ FROM MESSRS. JARROLD & 
Sons.—‘ Mephistopheles; The Autobiography and Adventures of 
a Tabby Cat,’ by ‘Keiro’ (Charles Yates Stephenson). Mr. 


Stephenson’s pages consist of an account of some of the episodes 
in the life of a cat, which he has possessed over eighteen years. 


It is brightly written, and the author contrives to write from the 
point of view of the animal he describes, Full of humour, 
kindliness and charm. Mr. Louis Wain’s illustrations are, as 


usual, delightful.” 


The Irish Times, August gth, 'o7.—'* ‘Mephistopheles,’ by * Keiro? A clear and common-sense 
(Charles Yates Stephenson). Jarrold. 25. 64. “ Mephistopheles’ i 
was a tabby cat belonging to Mr. Charles Yates Stephenson, explanation of the Science, 
better known by his pseudonym, of Keiro. The book is the cat's 
autobiography, and has been written by Mr. Stephenson, and 
illustrated by Louis Wain. It is a pleasant little record and 
reveals the fact that the author is an enthusiastic cat-lover. In his $ 
introduction the writer claims for his book that it is a narrative of one may read his own 
facts, pure and simple, belonging to the life of a cat who is now 4 
iced years old, RES has on in his possession all that time. character, and foretell his 
Mr. Stephenson thinks the cat has suffered unjustly in comparison 
with the dog or even the horse, and his little narrative is put forth own future and fate S «xi 
with a view to redressing the injustice.” 


by means of which every- 


Light, July 20th, ’o7.—‘*‘To EACH AND EVERY FRIEND and ur 
lover of cats’ Mr. Charles Yates Stephenson (‘ Keiro?) dedicates 
his book, * Mephistopheles: the Autobiography and Adventures KEIRO 
of a Tabby Cat’ (Jarrold and Sons, ro and 11, Warwick-lane, 
E.C., price 2s. 6d. xet). Mr. Stephenson maintains that ‘cats (CHARLES YATES STEPHENSON) 


are every whit as faithful, loving, and companionable as dogs,’ 
and that if by love we gain their confidence, they return it in full, 
while showing more independence, dignity and self-respect than 
the dog. *Meffie,' as the adventurous hero of this book is called 
for short, is said to know everything that a cat ought to know, 
and to be a G.O.M. among cats. He is eighteen years old, and 
weighs eighteen pounds; experience has taught T to suppress Zlairvovan (e and Psocbometro 
his fondness for birds, especially canaries, but his one puzzle in 

life is why he is *praised and petted for catching mice, but quite 

the reverse for those toothsome little birds, The book is written e Ф * 

with sympathy and insight, and will be pleasant reading to all 

who have ever been honoured by the approval of that keenest of 


characteristics, a cat," With Síxty-Eíght Full Page Plates 


'Together with 'Treatises on 


PRESS OPINIONS. 


a> 


“*PracticaL  ParwisTRYy.'— Keiro’s (Mr. C. Y. 
Stephenson's) book proves him to be fully qualified 
for membership to the Psychical Research Society. 
The author expresses the conviction that the lines on 
the hand are formed from, and in direct communica- 
tion with, the brain. The theory is cleverly and 
clearly worked out.” 


Pall Mall Gazette, March oth, 1905. 


“‘ Practicar ParwisTRY.'—Keiro's (Mr. Stephen- 
son’s) clearly. illustrated dogmas about lines and 
forms are of great interest; the article on Clairvoy- 
ance is written in a popular manner, and contains 
some plausible arguments.” 


London Daily News, Jan. 7th, 1905. 


“< PRACTICAL PALMISTRY.’—This book is a striking 
testimony of Keiro's, the leading exponent's sincerity.” 
Echo, June 28th, 1905. 


* * KzrRo's ParMisTRY, CLAIRVOYANCE, AND Psycuo- 
METRY.'—This book is illustrated by a large number 
of full-page pictures of hands, and explanations of 
the marks, and two interesting chapters on Clairvoy- 
ance and Psychometry, and contains the latest know- 
ledge on these subjects. A book by so important an 
authority as Keiro is certain to have a great vogue." 


Southport Visitor, Dec. 13th, 1904. 


To be obtained at all Booksellers and from the Author at 


124, Regent Street, London, W. 


